
 

 

Please Support Bills to Help Struggling Readers 

 Mandatory K-2 dyslexia screening  

(SF651 - Chamberlain) and (HF1496 - Edelson) 

Districts already have to identify the number of students not reading at grade level. 
However, not all struggling readers have dyslexia. Screening those not reading at grade 
level using an inexpensive and easy to administer screening tool to identify students 
with characteristics of dyslexia will get those students into interventions sooner, and 
help districts match appropriate interventions to the student. 

 Teacher Training requirements to include dyslexia  

(SF196 - Clausen) and (HF1494 - Kunesh-Podein) 

Require all board approved teacher preparation programs in Minnesota to teach the 
nature of dyslexia and evidence-based instructional strategies, including structured 
literacy. 

Structured literacy (such as Orton-Gillingham approach, Wilson Language Curriculum, 
etc.) is an evidence based instructional strategy that works with all students.   

 Continuing Education for licensed teachers 

 (SF116 - Clausen) and (HF1495 - Kunesh-Podein) 

Require that teachers renewing their teaching licensee received 5 hours of professional 
development focused on the nature of dyslexia and evidence-based instructional 
strategies, including structured literacy. 

Note that a Tier 3 renewal requires 75 clock hours and a Tier 4 license requires 125 
clock hours.1 

  

                                                           
1
 https://mn.gov/pelsb/current-educators/renew/ 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF0651&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=house&f=HF1496&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF0196&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=house&f=HF1494&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=Senate&f=SF0116&ssn=0&y=2019
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=house&f=HF1495&ssn=0&y=2019


 
 

 

Why Support These Bills? 

 Minnesota has the largest achievement gap in the country between white and black students. 
The Star Tribune reported in August 2018 that 69% of Minnesota’s white students 
were reading proficiency and 34% of our black students were reading 
proficiently.2 

 For the 15 years between 2002 and 2017, the number of 3rd graders who could not read 
proficiently remained largely unchanged. In 2017, MCA scores showed that 61% of 
Minnesota’s kids were not reading proficiently by the end of 3rd grade.3 That is 6 of 
every 10 students, or 12 of 20 in every classroom. 

 In 2018 research conducted by the National Council on Teacher Quality found that 
only 5 of Minnesota’s 24 teacher preparation programs received an “A” rating 
with regard to teacher preparation in the teaching of reading. The NCTQ graded 
programs using the major findings in the 2001 report by the National Reading Panel.4 

 In 2016 Decoding Dyslexia conducted a survey of teachers in Minnesota finding that: 

o 75% report they received no training in appropriate interventions to teach 
students with dyslexia. 

o Only 28% said that had extensive experience working with a student who 
seems unresponsive to intervention. 

o 94% of teachers surveyed stated they were very interested or interested in 
learning more about recognizing dyslexia and instructional strategies for 
students with dyslexia. 

 The Yale Center for Dyslexia & Creativity estimates that the incidence of dyslexia is as 
high as 1 in 5 people5 and the University of Michigan cites that of people experiencing 
reading difficulties, 70-80% have some degree of dyslexia.6 

 The failure to teach kids the skill of reading results in adults with low literacy and has real 
individual and societal consequences such as7: 

o 43% of adults with the lowest literacy levels live in poverty 

o 70% of adult welfare recipients have low literacy levels 

o $225 billion is lost each year in non-productively in the workforce, crime, and loss of tax 
revenue due to unemployment 

o 75% of state prison inmates either did not complete high school or are classified as 
having low literacy skills 

 

                                                           
2
 http://www.startribune.com/minnesota-reading-scores-stay-flat-while-math-proficiency-declines/492114861/ 

3
 https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/5116-fourth-grade-reading-achievement-

levels?loc=25&loct=2#detailed/2/25/false/871,573,36,867,38,18,16,14,13/1185,1186,1187,1188/11560 
4
 Testimony of John Alexander, Senate E-12 Committee, January 28, 2019 

5
 https://dyslexia.yale.edu/dyslexia/dyslexia-faq/ 

6
 http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/answers/faq 

7
 Citing several sources, https://proliteracy.org/Resources/Adult-Literacy-Facts 



 
 

 Citing the Office of the Legislative Auditor’s report on Special Education (2013)8 

o 4.6% of all Minnesota students are classified as having a “Specific Learning 
Disability,” the highest of any disability category.  Many students with dyslexia or 
learning disabilities, whose test scores qualify for special education, are placed in this 
category. (page 29) 

o “Among the sample of IEPs we reviewed, students receiving special education 
met relatively few of their annual goals and short-term objectives” (page 34)  

o In 2010 the state is spending 22% (adjusted for inflation) more on special 
education services than it did 10 years ago. (auditor letter) 

 Three nonprofit organizations in Minnesota that provide services to students and families 
using evidence-based reading instruction testified before the Senate E-12 Committee on 
January 28. 

o The Reading Center has data showing that 95% of their students make reading gains 
after intervention. And citing data collected over a period of six years, The Reading 
Center showed that 60% of their students who began receiving 1:1 support started with 
standardized reading scores in the bottom 10%. Data collected show that the 
number of students in the bottom 10% was reduced by half after one year of 
appropriate intervention.  

o Minnesota Reading Corp, providing services in school settings using trained 
AmeriCorps volunteers and funded by the state of Minnesota, presented data which 
showed that students working with a trained tutor were 3x less likely to be 
referred to special education, saving the state of Minnesota $9 million 
annually. 

o Groves Academy, a private school serving learning disabled students entered into 
partnerships with low-performing but motivated schools, to train classroom teachers in 
structured literacy. In an example first grade classroom of 18 students, changing the 
instructional strategies in the classroom itself reduced by the number of students 
at the end of first grade in the high or moderate risk of reading failure from 
11 to 1. The remaining struggling student was screened and determined to be dyslexic.  

 

Other Resources 

Hard Words, Why Kids Aren’t Being Taught to Read, APM Reports, September 2018.   

Podcast and article are linkable from The Reading Center’s website: 

https://www.thereadingcenter.org/other-resources 

 

Questions? 

Contact us at www.TheReadingCenter.org or at 507-288-5271 

847 5th Street NW, Rochester, MN 55901 

                                                           
8
 https://www.auditor.leg.state.mn.us/ped/pedrep/sped.pdf 

https://www.thereadingcenter.org/other-resources
http://www.thereadingcenter.org/


 
 

 



 
 

 

 
February 18, 2019 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
My name is Ashley Lund. I have ten years of teaching experience, a Master’s degree with a focus on 
reading instruction, and I have experience as a reading intervention specialist. Throughout all of my 
teaching, I have always had students who did not make adequate progress in reading despite much 
effort and many interventions. This always puzzled me, and I have always been driven to learn more 
about teaching children to read.  
 
One afternoon I was listening to the radio and there was a story about what makes learning to read so 
hard for some children. The story focused on dyslexia and the Orton Gillingham (OG) approach to 
teaching reading. I was curious. The children who were discussed in the stories sounded just like my 
former students who I was never able to help grow as readers even after trying all of my “tricks.” I 
wanted to learn more about this approach. 
 
Some research led me to The Reading Center, Dyslexia Institute of Minnesota, and I enrolled in their 
Orton Gillingham Basic Institute. I was blown away by what I learned. I considered myself a strong 
reading teacher and very knowledgeable in the field of teaching reading, but what I learned in Basic 
Institute was unlike anything I had ever learned in undergraduate or graduate education classes.    
 
In my first year as an Academic Language Therapist, I have been amazed at the progress I have seen 
in my students. I am working with children who are reading well below grade level, have never made 
significant progress in reading, they’re pulled out for multiple interventions or have qualified for 
special education. After many OG lessons, my students are making tremendous progress, and the gap 
between their present level of performance and grade level expectations is narrowing. I only wish that 
when I was a classroom teacher I knew what I know now.  What a difference the OG approach can 
make! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ashley Lund 
Licensed Minnesota Teacher 
Red Wing, Minnesota 

  

 



 
 

 

 

Teacher Trainee Comments on Why They Took Training 

Max B. 

I teach ELA in a special education setting and would like more strategies for teaching students with 

dyslexia or similar reading disabilities. 

Teresa O.  

To learn research-based, effective strategies to help my struggling readers. There are students either 

with a dyslexia diagnosis or not, that have significant struggles with attaining phoneme awareness 

and phonics skills. I need to up my game to better reach more students. 

Jennifer O. 

To become a better teacher by learning new strategies to help my struggling readers. I am very 

interested in how different disabilities work and how students’ minds and brains work. I am very 

eager to learn methods to better my teaching. 

Juliann K. 

I am taking this course so I can learn how to connect with the different learning styles and utilize the 

different language tools within my classroom. I want to gain the information so I can tutor children, 

thus change their lives, individually. It is inspiring for me to see the change in a student's academic 

knowledge and even personal life. I want to take this course so I can add to my educational resource 

toolkit. 

Licensed 
Teacher 

42% Parent 
wants to 

help 
struggling 

child 
16% 

Want to 
be a tutor 

42% 

Who Takes Orton-Gillingham 
Training 



 
 

 

About The Reading Center 

Over our almost 70 years, thousands of children and adults have benefited from The Reading Center's 
approach to helping struggling readers. Over the years, we have trained 2,500 adults and educators in 
the Orton-Gillingham approach and helped 10,000 students improve their reading ability. While we 
are located in Rochester, Minnesota we serve students and train adults at our facility in 
Rochester and online. In the past 5 years, we have served students and trained adults from 47 
Minnesota counties and 14 states. 

We use the Orton-Gillingham Approach, a research-based, multi-sensory, phonetic approach that 
is the hallmark of The Reading Center’s team of specially trained tutors and is used 
throughout our programming.   

Our annual client rechecks consistently show that 95% of our students make reading gains. 

In 2018 The Reading Center served 720 students across our own programs and 
community collaborations! 

Testing: We tested 110 students age 7 and above, and screened 31 early learners for FREE. We also 
provided FREE re-checks to our 1:1 tutoring students to measure progress. 

Tutoring: Our own tutors, and those we trained and support with professional development, worked 
with more than 300 students 1:1. More than 1/3 of these sessions are being offered online! 

Scholarships: Due to the generosity of our supporters, we provided more than $53,000 in 
scholarships to students and trainees last year. 

Training: 48 adults took either our Basic or Advanced Training Course last year - and 8 of them 
were hired as Reading Center tutors!  We are training almost 50% more adults due to the addition of 
our training programs available in an entirely online format. 
 
Minnesota Schools: For ten years, we partnered with public schools to provide training to 
classroom teachers at almost no cost to the schools. Through this program we trained 364 trained 
teachers who now reach 9,100 students annually, and use the knowledge and instruction we provided 
to work with struggling students right in the classroom. 
  



 
 

 

2018 Dyslexia Coalition Partners 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 


