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Partnership Tutoring -  

Reading Unlocks Everything 

In Spring of 2021, The Reading Center (TRC) set a new strategic plan into 

action. All of our strategic goals fulfill our vision of “literacy for all”, and there 

is no doubt that the 2022-23 school year will be noted as the year we have 

quadrupled our impact within diverse communities. Now, in addition to our 

partnerships with Rochester Reading Champions and Urban Ventures of 

Minneapolis, we have new partnerships with Gage Elementary and Jeremiah 

Program of Rochester, and The Journey School and College Prep Elementary 

School of St. Paul. 

Kristen Bieber, a licensed educator and former homeschooling parent, 

joined The Reading Center  in 2019 after participating in our Basic Orton-

Gillingham (OG) Institute. She is now working with small groups of 3rd and 4th 

grade students and 1:1 with a 5th grader at College Prep Elementary (CPE) in 

St. Paul. CPE is a Title I public charter school with a diverse student body of 

98% Black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC) youth, 69% of whom are 

Multiple Language Learners (MLL). Test scores indicate that at the start of this 

school year, only 29% of 1st-4th  grade were reading at a proficient level. The 

school and TRC joined forces to help struggling readers who exhibit markers 

for dyslexia, learn to read.  

At the beginning of the year nearly all of Kristen’s CPE students were 

nonreaders but they have made progress in learning how to blend sounds 

and learn skills that they are confidently putting into practice. Their 

classroom teachers are noticing and Kristen’s 5th grade student recently 

exclaimed, “I am going to be able read so many more words!” after he 

learned about silent “e”. 

Continued on page 4 

Founded in 1951 

Kristen Bieber working with a group of students at College Prep Elementary            

in St. Paul. 

Spring 2023 



2 

The Science of Reading Before it was Cool! 

Ilaya Rome Hopkins, Board Chair 

It is fair to say that The Reading Center (TRC) has been part of my life for over 50 

years. That is because as a young child I used to play in the legendary basement of 

the home of my grandparents, Paula and Howard Rome. These days, I can’t help but 

notice how ‘the science of reading’ is being discussed. I recently asked former TRC 

Board Chair and my mother Sharon O’C Rome what she thought Paula, an early 

adopter of this approach, would think about this development. Here are some of her 

thoughts: 

The “science of reading,” the consensus that systematic, explicit, cumulative phonics 

instruction, is the key to good reading for all students, is gaining support. Millions of 

dollars have been spent on  research to discover and validate these findings. If only 

researchers had called The Reading Center first! We’ve been teaching that way for 

more than 70 years.  

Here’s a bit of the back story: In the mid -1920’s, Dr. Samuel T. Orton, a neurologist, 

was doing ground-breaking work on the study of individuals who had unexpected 

difficulty learning to read in spite of normal intelligence. Orton did not have access to 

modern brain scanning tools, but his theories about brain structure and organization 

have been confirmed by modern research. Using his understanding of brain function, 

Orton was aided by Anna Gillingham, an educator, to develop a  multisensory, 

structured, sequential phonics instruction method to help students who were failing to 

learn to read. The approach has been used successfully for people with dyslexia since 

that time.  Truly, Dr. Orton was  a pioneer in the Science of Reading. 

In the 1940’s, Paula Dozier Rome began work with her uncle, Dr. Paul Dozier, who was a colleague of Dr. Orton and 

Anna Gillingham. She soon became acquainted with Dr. and Mrs. Orton and Miss Gillingham, and she learned to 

teach students with dyslexia using the aptly named “Orton-Gillingham approach”. She quickly recognized the 

effectiveness of this  teaching method, and she became a life-long champion of “the science of teaching 

reading.”  

With her husband and young family, Paula moved to Rochester, MN in 1947. She continued to teach whenever 

possible. Initially, she helped the children of friends, working with them at a small table in the basement of the family 

home. Word spread, and Paula began to teach others how to help students with dyslexia. Her trusted colleague, 

Jean Osman, joined Paula in 1956, and they worked together for more than fifty years.  

The Reading Center became a non-profit entity in 1989 and is legally known as the Dyslexia Institute of Minnesota. 

As the staff and the work grew, TRC moved out of the Rome’s basement, and after a few stops along the way, into 

our current state-of-the-art facility. Throughout her long career, Paula continued to serve in national and 

international institutions and organizations that promoted the remedial answer to the problem of dyslexia. She was 

the recipient of numerous awards and accolades as people recognized her pivotal role in using the Orton-

Gillingham approach to teach reading.  

In addition to producing dozens of articles, leading workshops and seminars, and filling Board positions, Paula and 

Jean wrote and published “The Language Tool Kit”, which is used by thousands of teachers throughout the United 

States, including in our OG Training Institutes. There is also a Spanish version of the tool kit. Their workshops on 

learning the Orton-Gillingham approach were attended by parents and teachers from far-flung places. The 

influence of The Reading Center and its dedicated staff is felt worldwide. 

It's certain Paula and Jean, Dr. Orton, Anna Gillingham, and countless other teachers in the last hundred years 

would smile with pleasure if they could hear the excited interest in the Science of Reading. They knew all along 

what works best to teach all readers, especially those special individuals with dyslexia! 

Ilaya Rome Hopkins 

Sharon O’C Rome 

Have an Emerging Reader? 

Students entering kindergarten and 1st grade this fall can take parent/child 

“Reading Club” classes with our Director of Reading Readiness this summer. 

Check our website for dates and times for this group learning opportunity. 

Classes will be held in person at The Reading Center in Rochester, MN. 

www.TheReadingCenter.org/reading-club 
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Strong Momentum 
Toward Meeting our 
Strategic Goals  
Cindy Russell, Executive Director 

While we were socked in by “epic” 

snowstorms, we took stock of our progress 

toward our 2021 – 2025 Strategic Initiatives. 

Thank you for your strong support of our efforts 

to reach significantly more dyslexic students. 

Goal: Scale our tutoring model to serve significantly more dyslexic students.  

In 2022, we served 828 students through all program areas, which is a 13% 

increase over 2021. More tutoring is shifting back to an in-person delivery 

model, but there is no denying that both parents and tutors enjoy the 

flexibility and convenience of online tutoring. We are making a concerted 

effort to provide more tutoring to struggling readers from the Twin Cities area 

as part of this goal, while we concurrently grow our southeast MN services.  

In 2022, we saw our Twin Cities students increase, from 7% in 2021 to 18% in 

2022. When we are able to open our satellite in the Twin Cities, we project 

that the students and OG trainees/Tutors from this area will bourgeon to 

better meet the unmet needs there.   

Goal: Become more welcoming and increase our services to struggling 

readers of color. New in 2022 is our highly effective and popular Partnership 

Tutoring Program, a model supported by charitable funds that leads us into 

schools and organizations in lower income neighborhoods in both Rochester 

and the Twin Cities. Our highly trained OG staff served 54 students directly, 

providing free OG tutoring to struggling readers, 94% of whom are BIPOC, 

and a high percentage who are Multiple Language Learners. Through our 

indirect partnerships, we served another 94 very low income struggling 

readers, for a total of 112 students benefitting.  All of our Partnership Tutoring 

locations have enthusiastically invited us back in the 2023-24 school year. 

Goal: Increase training content offered to educators consistent with the 

science of reading. In 2022, 1,290 educators took our online trainings (free to 

MN educators), and we added two new courses that year. Since we first 

launched our highly popular Dyslexia 101 online course, over 7,500 

educators learned how to meet the needs of their 38,700 dyslexic classroom 

students. MN educators taking our trainings hail from 75 of 87 MN counties, 

17 states and 2 countries! 

In order to meet the entire 5 year Strategic Plan, we need to raise $1.6M. 

We’ve had wonderfully responsive individual donors and foundations step 

up to provide funding toward these initiatives. To date, they have pledged 

and donated $1,008,692, which is 63% of our goal! Your donations, including 

to our annual Bright Futures campaign, also help us meet our mission and 

expand services to more dyslexic students. Thank you for your generous 

donations! 

Growing List of Online Professional Development Modules  

Attention Teachers and Tutors! Check out The Reading Center’s growing list of FREE professional development 

modules on our website. Current opportunities include the Dyslexia 101 (5 hours), Dyslexia in the Classroom (1.5 

hours) The Scoop on Suffixes for Reading and Spelling (2 hours) with more to come later this summer. These are 

excellent modules designed for classroom teachers to learn more about dyslexia and structured literacy instruction.   

Thank you to the Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation, Harper Family Foundation, and other donors for helping 

keep these opportunities free! 

Sign up on our website at www.TheReadingCenter.org/onlinecourses 

Lund Memorial  
Post-Secondary 
Scholarship  

Patrick “Pat” Lund (1963-2022) was a 

Reading Center alumnus and 30-

year fixture in the Southeastern 

Minnesota sports reporting field. Most 

of his career was spent at KTTC-TV in 

Rochester. He had a legacy of 

mentoring younger television 

journalists and photojournalists, and 

was the second inductee into the 

Tight End Hall of Fame in 2021. 

Despite being held back in 1st grade 

and struggling through high school 

and college, Pat persevered and 

worked in his dream career as a 

sports reporter. Pat didn’t let his 

dyslexia stop him from achieving his 

goals. 

The Lund family is celebrating Pat by 

helping others with dyslexia to reach 

their goals. The Lund family, in 

partnership with The Reading Center, 

has created an annual scholarship in 

his honor to help dyslexic students 

reach  t he i r  post - secondary 

education goals.  

Applications accepted now until 

April 21, 2023. Decisions will be 

made in mid-May. Apply on our 

website! 

www.TheReadingCenter.org/

lundscholarship 



4 

Continued from page 1, Partnership Tutoring - Reading Unlocks Everything 

“Reading unlocks everything” Kristen states, and she goes on to discuss how 

exciting it is to help kids unlock the reading code and to be a part of this 

barrier-free tutoring which is offered right on site where the kids already are, 

at no cost to the students’ families or the school. She also loves working with 

CPE staff who have been so accommodating and supportive of the 

partnership and to the teachers who have kindly shared space.  

Similarly, Allison Benike joined TRC in 2019. Allison was a classroom teacher for 

15 years, but felt discouraged when the curriculum wasn’t helping the 

dyslexic students in her class thrive. She participated in TRC’s O-G training 

and began tutoring students afterschool. She saw the huge difference she 

could make when she was allowed to use strategies based on the science of 

reading.  

Now she has the pleasure of returning twice weekly to her elementary alma 

mater, Gage Elementary School, along with two other tutors from TRC, to 

provide barrier-free small group tutoring. Gage is a diverse Rochester Public 

School whose school leaders recognized that TRC could offer the critical 

help their students needed.   

When the students in the Gage afterschool program were pre-tested in the 

fall of 2022, 19 students were identified as being critically behind. Many of 

these 4th and 5th grade students were reading and spelling at a kindergarten 

or 1st grade level. Though we do not have post-tests yet to show the full 

impact of a year of intervention, our tutors and school staff are seeing the 

difference. Students are learning to blend 2 and 3 sounds together and 

about tricky spellings like “igh” making the long /i/ sound. Like many dyslexic 

and struggling readers, a handful of these kids are also in the Gifted and 

Talented program now, thanks to the intensive interventions these leaders of 

tomorrow have received!  

In 2022 we reached over 180 low-income and diverse youth through our 

Partnership Tutoring and community partnerships. It is a huge investment in 

time and resources to provide these critical services and we couldn’t do it 

without the generosity of individuals as well as the following foundations and 

community organizations: Centerpoint Energy, Dollar General, Harper Family 

Foundation, Literacy Foundation, Mayo Clinic, Otto Bremer Trust, ProLiteracy 

Foundation, Risers Rotary Club of Rochester, Rochester Area Foundation, 

Rochester Scottish Rite Children’s Foundation,  Rotary Clubs of Rochester, 

Sauer Family Foundation and St. Paul and Minnesota Foundation. 

If you are interested in supporting this amazing group of sponsors for our 

growing Partnership Tutoring Program please contact Jamie Schwaba at 

jschwaba@TheReadingCenter.org 

Alison Benike working with a group of students at Gage Elementary in Rochester. 

Congratulations to 
our Spring 
Outstanding 
Students! 

These outstanding students have 

been nominated by their tutors 

for their hard work and progress 

made during 1:1 tutoring sessions. 

Chelsea - Chelsea is a positive, 

creative and motivated student 

who loves to read and write. In 

almost 2 years she has moved on 

to the advanced deck. Chelsea 

loves to share and teach her skills 

to others. She also loves to learn, 

and will continue to grow as she 

navigates Grade 6 this year! 

Wren D. - Wren is a caring, 

thoughtful and dedicated 

student who has moved on to the 

advanced deck! She shows 

mastery of the basic deck and 

applies her skills to decoding and 

spelling new vocabulary. Wren 

reads var ious texts  with 

c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d  s h o w s 

comprehension of the material. 
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Please Support our 2023 Bright Futures Campaign  

Did you know that TRC is the only dyslexia serving organization in Minnesota that provides scholarships for students 

to be tutored and tested? The need is so great that we provided over $100,000 in need-based scholarships last 

year. You are invited to help us reach more dyslexic students by making a donation or pledge during the 2023 

Bright Futures Campaign. 

The Bright Futures Campaign is a once-a-year opportunity that enables donors to help The Reading Center to serve 

our growing number of struggling students coming through our doors. Over half of the money raised goes to fund 

scholarships for students whose parents cannot afford the transformative services that we provide. Your donation 

also supports our other life-changing programs that ensure there are enough Orton-Gillingham trained adults to 

help dyslexic students, as well as provide support for our Best of Basics Summer Program, our Reading Readiness 

Program for emerging readers, underserved students in our Partnership Tutoring, and our free educational outreach 

events.  

We need your help to raise $105,000 to support scholarships and programs throughout 2023. Please consider 

making a donation or pledge to The Reading Center in 2023 to support all of the important work that we do year-

round. You can donate today by sending in a check or by donating online at www.TheReadingCenter.org/donate. 

Your donation will be doubled thanks to the generosity of Ginger and David Holmes and the Rochester Scottish Rite 

Children’s Foundation!   

Thank you to our 2023 Bright Futures Leadership Team: Ginger Holmes (Campaign Chair), Joel Traver (Board 

Campaign Chair), Lora Keller (Staff Campaign Chair) and Ann Peterson (Friends Campaign Chair). 

 

 Or scan me 

to donate! 

2023 Bright Futures Needs 

 

Scholarships – 62% $65,000 

Equity, Inclusion & Partnerships – 12% $13,000 

Science of Reading Content & Advocacy – 11% $12,000 

Free Screenings & Testing Scholarships– 10% $10,000 

Best of Basics Summer Program – 5% $5,000 

TOTAL $105,000 

Literacy Coalition Update: Will the legislature pass important 
literacy legislation? 

The 2023 Legislative Session began in January and will end the third week of May. This is our fourth session working with 

the Dyslexia/Literacy coalition to advocate for stronger state policy that will support struggling readers in our schools.  

Before the end of May, the legislature will craft a state budget for the next two years. The good news - the state of 

Minnesota has a multi-billion budget surplus. We are advocating for a substantial investment of some of those dollars 

into teacher professional development in the science of reading. Some good ideas have been introduced so far.  

• Representative Edelson (DFL-Edina) has been a long-time advocate for kids 

who struggle with reading. She was a struggling reader and watched her two 

children struggle with reading as well. She is working on a bill that would help 

school districts pay to change curriculum to better align with the science of 

reading.  

• Governor Walz’s “BOLD Literacy Plan” would require elementary teachers, 

special education teachers and literacy specialists to take a robust training in the 

science of reading. The Governor’s plan would also require school districts 

develop student literacy plans for all kids not reading at grade level from 

kindergarten to twelfth grade! 

We will keep you posted on how these ideas move through the legislative 

process. It is ALWAYS a good idea to connect with your own state representative 

and let them know you support using state funds to support teachers and districts 

in moving toward evidence based, structured reading instruction.  

http://www.TheReadingCenter.org/donate
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Newsletter Donor List July 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022 

We would like to acknowledge and thank all of you who have so generously pledged or donated to The Reading 

Center. We strive to list our donors accurately, but occasionally we make a mistake. If your donation has been 

omitted, your entry is misspelled or put in a wrong giving level, please contact Jamie Schwaba at 

jschwaba@TheReadingCenter.org 

If you would like to make a contribution, please use our secure online server at www.TheReadingCenter.org, 

contact us at 507-288-5271, or use the enclosed envelope. 

Dr. Lawrence McDonald 

Midwest Italian Imports, Valerie and 

Pasquale Presa 

Pat and Tom Miller 

Jeanie and Bob Munsterman 

Gregory Naylor 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Olmsted Medical Center  

Joe Powers 

Gerald and Mary Price 

Rochester Rotary Risers 

Sharon O'C. Rome and Jeff Rome 

Cindy Russell and Rick Pribnow 

Scheels 

Ellen and John Villa 

      In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 
 

Fellows  $500 - $999 

Anonymous 

Richard Abben 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Anderson DiFiore PLLC, Carl Anderson and 

Sherri Whalen 

Ken and Elaine Bauman 

Susan Carlsen 

Community Presbyterian Church 

Dick and Nola Christiana 

     In memory of Jean Osman and Paula  

     Rome 

Paul and Vicki Friedman 

     In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 

Goodhue County Cooperative Electric Trust 

Mike and Mary Harper 

Julia Helgesen 

Marcia and Burke Henry ‡ 

Laura and Ian Heritage 

Jean Jacobs 

Kenneth K. Kinsey Family Foundation 

     In honor of Elizabeth Hawley 

Dr. Emil and Suzanne Koretzky 

     In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 

Kirk Kottschade 

Linda Mansfield and Ron Menaker 

Merck Foundation 

Ruth Ann and Robert Miles 

Paul Rolvaag 

     In memory of Linda Sorensen 

Jessica Soma ‡^ 

Lance Sorensen 

     In memory of Linda Sorensen and Faye  

     Waldo 

Leo and Christine Stern 

Stifel, Daryl Schulz 

David and Julie Watson ‡ 

Anne Worthington 

Ruthann Yaeger 
 

Assistants  $250 - $499 

Anonymous 

Barbara and David Arlander 

Buddy and Christine Atkinson 

Thomas and Katherine Bergquist 

John Boespflug and Donna Drews-Boespflug 

Christopher and Suzanne Colby 

Paula Rome Legacy Society 

Those honoring The Reading Center with 

a planned gift 

Mike and Joy Fogarty 

Kevin Kvale 

Tony Love 

Leone and Thomas Mauszycki 

Jean S. Osman 

Joe Powers 

Lois Saxton 

Marguerite K. Smith 

Erik and Eileen Thorpe  

Bruce and Mary Wolfson 
 

$25,000 and Up 

Harper Family Foundation 

Mayo Clinic 

Otto Bremer Trust 

Anna Mary and Terry Peterson 

Joselyn Raymundo and Sean McCauley 

     In honor of Margaret Salinas 

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
 

Heroes $5,000 - $24,999 

Asimoula and Andreas Constantinou 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

CenterPoint Energy Foundation 

Ginger and David Holmes 

     In memory of Shannon Pew and Earl         

     Kinneburg 

Eugene Keller 

Dr. Anthony L. and Mrs. Mary M. Lund 

Thrivent Financial, Rochester Group, Eric Funk 

Rotary Club of Rochester Community 

Foundation 

Elann and Alan Wright 
 

Benefactors  $2,500 - 4,999 

Drs. Terri and Brooks Edwards 

     In honor of the fathers, grandfathers,  

     Godfathers and uncles in our lives 

     In honor of Senator David Senjem, Dr. Paul  

     Friedman, and Jeffrey Brown, Sr. 

     In memory of Judy Harris, and Char and  

     Jeff Tri’s mother 

Premier Banks 

Kari and Dave Richards 
 

Patrons  $1,000 - $2,499 

Anonymous 

Alan and Nadine Anderson 

Lucy and Mark Bahn 

Dr. Howard Cohen 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Susan Creighton 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Crutchfield Dermatology Foundation 

Emily DeGrazia and Atta Behfar ‡ 

Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

Mike and Joy Fogarty 

Megan and Jeremy Fogelson 

Drs. Gail Gamble and Mark Pittelkow 

Great River Energy 

Paul and Kay Grinnell 

Barbara Henoch 

Chip and Peggy Cummings 

     In memory of Betty Sheffield 

     In honor of Peggy’s birthday 

Christopher and Amy Davis ∞ 

Evalina and Charles Day ‡ 

Kelly Hanneman 

Erin Heelan and Patrick Garay Heelan 

D. Peter Holmes 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Ilaya Rome Hopkins and Bob Hopkins 

Claire Laedtke 

Marjorie Lieske 

Ronda and Robert McCully 

Joe Messick 

Wayne and Mary Alice Richardson   

Daniel Rohe 

Kelly and Norman Turner 

Becky Vossberg ‡ 

Kim Wanek ∞ 

Constance Williams and Michael Bostwick ‡ 

Mark and Dana Woeste ◊ 
 

Friends  $50 - $249 

Anonymous 

     In honor of Grandma Julie 

     In honor of London Losey 

Michelle Anderson 

Julie Baughn and Jason Hardyman 

Chris Bauman 

     In honor of Ken and Elaine Bauman 

Henry Beno 

Kristen and Jordan Bieber 

Ardell Brede 

John and Jane Bresnahan 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Charles Brust ‡ 

Marla and Chis Burkhart 

Graham Cameron 

Elizabeth Charbonneau 

Candy and Dave Colestock 

Jean Daniels 

     In memory of Colette Miller 

Jeanne and James Danneker 

David and Barbara Daugherty 

Mary Devens 

Carol Duke 

     In memory of Betty Sheffield 

Jamie Efnor 

     In honor of my sister, Meg 

Kenneth and Carol Englehart 

Becky and Tim Fancher 

     In honor of Cindy Russell 

Margaret and Brian Fasbender 

Louise Fowler 

Gloria Galanes 

     In memory of Betty Sheffield 

Julie Gilbert 

Kathe Graham 

Jon Haakenson 

Sam Hagedorn ‡ 

Adeline Hairsine 

Dottie Hammel 

     In honor of Leo Stern 

http://www.TheReadingCenter.org
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Peter and Wendy Gay 

Gemini Advanced Marketing Solutions  

Scott and Melissa Goldsmith 

Kari Grabowsky 

Jenna Herschberger 

William Hills 

Kathryn Hoffman 

Kendra Hoffman ‡ 

Frances Hormel 

Pam Irons 

Lori and Jason Koblin 

Claire Kupferle 

     In memory of Betty Sheffield 

Jessica Lerbs 

Tamara McGehee 

Sarah and Jon Ninas 

Susan Oddsen 

     In memory of Colette Miller 

Thomas Reardon, Jr. 

     In memory of Betty Sheffield 

Kai and Matt Rodgers 

Anne Sinclair 

Lynette and William Traxel 

Anna Tsantir and John Jerry 

Barbara Weinmann 
 

In memory of Dr. Carl Anderson, Sr. 

Anderson DiFiore PLLC, Carl Anderson and 

Sherri Whalen 

Thomas and Heidi Bryson 

Ginger Church 

Diane and Roger Click 

Kendra Collins 

Michael Dailey and Patricia Welch-Dailey 

Richard and Janice Daly 

Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 

Cheryl Nelson Roediger and Robert Roediger 

Rochester Area Kappa Delta Alumnae 

Chapter 

Cindy Russell and Rick Pribnow 

Dave and Lori Schock 

Ellen Taylor 
 

In memory of Dr. Norman Hepper  

Kathryn Andersen 

Patricia Andersen 

Berit Andreone 

Karen Bedore 

Peter and Susan Bornstein 

Kathryn and W. Mark Brutinel 

Marilyn Burbank 

Kathryn Cummings  

Richard and Lucille Deremee 

Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 

Richard and Kathleen Estray 

Frances Field 

Scott and Debra Fredericksen 

Mike and Mary Harper 

Marcia and Burke Henry 

Char Hepper 

John and Lois McDougall 

Nancy Messer 

Joe Messick 

Elizabeth Ralls 

Sharon O'C. Rome and Jeff Rome 

Paul and Margaret Scanlon 

John and Janet Senjem 

Bruce and Brenda Staats 

E. Andrew Wood and Krista Coleman Wood 
 

In memory of Maria Mungo 

Cathy and Randy Bornhorst 

Charles Cox 

Adrienne and Stuart Dormody 

Patricia Heck 

Mike and Heidi Hooten 

Mayo Clinic People Analytics Team 

Daniel and Rita Marquardt 

Timothy Hanson 

Josie Hargarten 

     In honor of Kay Hawley 

Dennis and Kay Hawley 

Karen Heimer 

     In memory of Pat Lund 

Mary Hendrickson 

Ken and Carol Hepper 

Kate and Patrick Jirik ‡ 

Mary Jo and Dan Kelly 

Kiwanis Club of Rochester Golden K 

Diane Langton and Alan Yanowitz 

Donna Laube 

     In memory of Linda Sorensen 

Martha and Tom Link 

Jamie Lund 

     In memory of Pat Lund 

Marcia Mann 

     In memory of Jean Osman and Paula  

     Rome 

Wendy and Randy Moger ∞ 

Victoria Moore 

Kappie Murray  

Nancy and Frank Myers 

     In memory of Jean Osman 

Deborah Newman 

Judith and Michael O’Fallon 

Kathy Ogle 

Mary Oney 

Todd and Michelle Osman ∞ 

Candy Peskey 

Dana Puffer 

Janet and Bruce Purnell 

Gary and Polly Raatz ^ 

     In honor of Audrey and Jake Redalen 

Wendy and Steve Rubin 

     In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 

Walt and Kim Ruckes 

Maureen Sanford 

Quentin and Gloria Schmierer 

Wayne and Joyce Schut 

     In honor of Katrina Schut 

Tim and Jamie Schwaba ‡ 

Mary Elizabeth and Bill Sheehan 

     In memory of James Moran 

Dee and Alice Smith 

     In honor of Amy Basnyat 

Dr. Marjorie Smith 

Darryl and Beth Solie 

Mary and Eugene Sorensen  

Patricia Stoll 

Bruce and Sara Suino 

Mark and Susan Swanson 

     In honor of Kay Hawley 

Charity Tahmaseb 

Patty and John Trnka 

Hyacinth Van Laanen 

     In memory of Trish Vickman 

Dawn Vassar 

Autumn Wall 

Beth Wiegand 

Sarah and Alan Willcutt 

Gudrun and Ben Willett 

E. Andrew Wood and Krista Coleman Wood 

Sigrid Zummar 
 

Associates  Up to $49 

Anonymous 

     In memory of June Stern 

Melissa Albiani 

C. Wilson Anderson 

Rosemary Campbell 

Jean Doolittle 

Bruce Elder  

     In honor of Dottie Hammel 

Rachel Garber 

     In memory of Joshua Holmes 

Sally McCarl 

Ronald and Judith Olinger 

Michelle Shoaei 

Paul and Beth Sorensen 
 

In memory of Lucille Soderberg 

Anonymous 

Patricia Bendtsen 

Richard and Adrienne Donze 

Frances Field 

Jean Greseth 

Joann Greseth 

Dave and Tammy Gross 

Janet Hanson and the Kenosha Drive 

Apartment residents 

James and Kathleen Mahon 

Barbara Metcalf 

Powers Ventures 

Kari and David Richards 

Sharon O'C. Rome and Jeff Rome 

Gregory and Cheryl Rowekamp 

Cindy and Jan Smith 

Carol and David Smyrk 

Dan and Barb Soderberg 

Janice Ulrich 

Darlene Weis 

Craig and Judy Wendland 

Wendland and Utz LTD 

Scott and Debora Worden 
 

General In-Kind Donations 

Virginia Anderson 

Susan and Robert Jenkins 

Sidal Realty 

Sandra Rietmann 

     In memory of Jean Osman 

Nancette Stucky 
 

Shining Stars Sponsors 

Editor Level  $5,000 and Up 

Anonymous 

Mayo Clinic 

 

 
Rochester Group 
 

Author Level  $2,500 

 
 

Book Level  $1,000     

Alan C. Anderson, C.H.T.D., C.P.A. 

Drs. Terri and Brooks Edwards 

Mike and Joy Fogarty 
 

Page Level  up to $500 

Ginger and David Holmes 

Stifel 
 

In-Kind 

Allegra Printing  

Nessy Learning, Ltd 

Powers Ventures  

Scholastic 
 

 

‡ Our monthly sustaining donors 

^ Donations given through Thrivent Financial 

Choice Dollars 

∞ Donations given through United Way 

Olmsted County 

◊ Donations given through IBM Employee 

Charitable Contribution Campaign 
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2010 Scott Road NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 

www.TheReadingCenter.org (website) 

read@TheReadingCenter.org (email) 

(507) 288-5271 (office) 
 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm 

Non-profit Org 

US Postage  

PAID 

Rochester, MN 

Permit 289 

Change service 

requested. 

Save the Dates 
registration links on our website 

4 to 6  

Year-Olds 

FREE Screening & Reading Club 

Classes Ongoing, call for times 

April 18 
Rally for Literacy Day at the State 

Capitol in St. Paul, MN 

April 21 
49th IDA-Upper Midwest Branch 

Conference Begins 

May 30 
Summer Basic Orton-Gillingham 

Institute Begins 

May 30 
Summer Advanced Orton-Gillingham 

Institute Begins 

July 10 Best of Basics Summer Program Begins 

August 28 
Fall Basic Orton-Gillingham Institute 

Begins 

Registration is open now 

for our 29th summer Best 

of Basics Program! This 

four-week program runs 

July 10-August 4 and is for 

students entering 2nd  

grade to grade 12. We 

have small group and 1:1 

options, as well as online 

and in-person classes. 

Best of Basics (known 

affectionately as BOB) helps students in a way that a 

regular summer school cannot. BOB is designed for 

students with dyslexia or characteristics of dyslexia. A 

typical BOB student has difficulty with reading fluently, 

spelling, writing legibly, and/or math. For students with 

multiple diagnoses, we find that students have success 

in BOB when reading presents as their primary difficulty. 

Our small group classes and 1:1 options focus on 

building skills using the multi-sensory Orton-Gillingham 

Approach. This is a great opportunity to see if OG is a 

good fit for your student! 

For a complete list of class offerings, times and to 

register, visit our website www.TheReadingCenter.org/

best-of/basics Class sizes are limited so register early! 

 

http://www.TheReadingCenter.org

