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High Impact Partnership Between 

The Reading Center and Urban Ventures:  
O-G for Diverse Developing Readers 

 
The Reading Center is in its third year of a fruitful partnership with Urban Ventures, to 
resource the organization in order to provide effective Orton-Gillingham (O-G) 
instruction to developing readers in its programs. 
 
Kendra Peterson’s Reading Center journey began when her son was diagnosed with 
dyslexia. Kendra is the Director of Reading Plus at Urban Ventures, a nonprofit in 
Minneapolis serving youth and families. She is an experienced classroom teacher with a 
Master’s Degree who felt she still needed more tools and training to help her son learn to 
read. She enrolled in TRC’s Basic O-G Institute to train as an Academic Language 
Therapist, going on to complete our Advanced Institute as well. In 2018 Kendra pitched 
piloting the Reading Plus afterschool program at Urban Ventures, utilizing The 
Reading Center’s O-G teaching approach to provide high quality reading 
instruction to UV students who are developing their reading. Urban Ventures 
provides cradle to career support for youth and families in one of Minneapolis’ most 
underserved neighborhoods. 
 
UV was willing to give it a try, so the program started with 12 students and 1 O-G tutor. It 
has grown tremendously, now serving over 100 kids in just 3 years, with 5 
UV tutors trained by TRC working with small groups. Each student attends two-1 
hour reading sessions a week after school at UV, or onsite at their partner school during 
the day. Scaling the program to meet the demand hasn’t been easy, but Kendra shared 
that it is worth the work, and the support provided through the partnership with TRC has 
made it possible. Kendra has watched her students gain confidence and recently heard 
from one of her student’s teachers that the developing reader just handed in the best 
essay in the whole class. 
  
The Reading Plus program helps students in 1st-8th grade improve their reading. This 
year it was discovered that there were a handful of 5th and 6th grade students enrolled in 
the program who, despite their motivation and hard work, were nonreaders or were too 
far behind their peers to realize success in the small O-G groups. To help these students 
catch up, TRC tutor Jenna Bergendahl began 1:1 intensive tutoring for 3 students twice 
weekly for 1-hour sessions, beginning this January. Even after a short time the students  
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Strategy: Significantly Expand 

Our Reach 
 
Spring greetings to our Reading 
Center supporters, families, 
friends, and staff! The Reading 
Center underwent a process last 
March and April, in 2021, to 
discern a new set of five-year 
strategic goals for this 
venerable, effective 70-year-old 
organization. We coalesced 
around four goal areas, and the 
staff began considering how 
they would go about 
implementing the strategic 
goals.  
 

Those goals include: 
 
Goal 1: Scale tutoring model to positively impact 
significantly more students with dyslexia 
Goal 2: Increase the number of trainees using the O-G 
approach 
Goal 3: Increase The Reading Center’s reach to and 
impact in diverse populations 
Goal 4: Promote dyslexia and literacy policies statewide 
and offer more training consistent with the science of 
reading 
 
To move forward, we’ve conducted business planning and 
fundraising exploration. One way to expand significantly 
is to establish a physical footprint in the east metro of the 
Twin Cities area.  
 
The Reading Center has a 70-year commitment to serving 
the Rochester and SE MN area and we continue to 
nurture growth here. Over the course of 2022, you 
may see news of a satellite office in the east metro 
area of the Twin Cities. We are working to expand our 
capacity to not only serve our SE MN students, but 
students in the cities and beyond. 
 
One thing that the COVID pandemic taught us is that we 
can provide a significant amount of our services online. 
Because of that, already our reach has expanded to 
dyslexic students and O-G trainees across the state of MN 
and indeed all over the US. Yet, some students need in-
person O-G tutoring and classes, and therefore we need to 

be able to provide some in-person 
services beyond our Rochester base. 
 
Because dyslexia is widespread and 
most dyslexic communities, 
including the east metropolitan 
area, are severely underserved, we 
aim to double our organization’s 
tutoring capacity over the course of 
five years, so that more students 
who need our life-changing service 

are able to access it. We hope that you, as our families and 
friends, will add your support behind this important 
effort. It is a big job, but together, we can achieve it!  

Dyslexia 101 Course for 

Teachers is a Hit! 
 
As a parent of three dyslexic children, I feel the urgency 
for classroom teachers to better understand dyslexia. 
After all, children spend six hours a day, five days a week 
in school. If their classroom teacher doesn’t understand 
dyslexia, a child may struggle even more coming up 
against incorrect assumptions and come away feeling 
shame and failure.  
 
To help more classroom teachers understand what 
dyslexia is and what it looks like in the classroom, as well 
as the proven educational instruction that heals many 
scars caused by untreated dyslexia, The Reading Center’s 
Director of Teacher Training, Barbara Zelinske, 
created an asynchronous 
online course for classroom 
educators called Dyslexia 
101 for Classroom 
Educators. This course 
provides teachers with five clock 
hours toward their re-licensure 
continuing education. 
 
Thanks to financial support from 
Mayo Clinic in 2020 and 2021, 
this course has been made 
available to any Minnesota 
educator, or teacher in training, at 
no cost to the educator. The response has been exciting! 
Over these two years, 6,255 teachers across 
Minnesota took this training! Based on expected 
rates of dyslexia, we estimate that over 26,000 
dyslexic students have benefited because their 
teacher took this course. 
 
Thanks is also due to the Carl and Verna Schmidt 
Foundation in 2022. They are making our “group 

professional development” 
version of this, and the 
individual teacher version of the 
course, available free to MN 
teachers in 2022. The group 
version takes the content of this 
course and formats it so that a 
school building can take the 
online course as a group during 
their professional development 
time. Information about both 
the individual educator and the 
group professional development 
version of Dyslexia 101 for the 
Classroom Educator is available 

on our website under “Training.” Please share this 
opportunity with educators. Educators outside of MN 
may take the course as well for a modest price, details on 
the website. 
 
The interest in this course shows that educators want to 
know more about dyslexia, and better understand how to 
support dyslexic students in the school classroom. This is 
reason to celebrate! 

Carl Anderson 

Board Chair 

Cindy Russell 

Executive Director 
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Not only has COVID been hard on students academically, but it has been difficult for families financially. 
We have had more families in need of scholarships to keep their students in tutoring. Last year we awarded 
over $100,000 in scholarships, nearly double the scholarship amount granted in 2019, thanks to generous 
donors. We are committed to continue this support in 2022 so that no student is turned away due to lack of 
family income; but we can’t do it alone.   
  
Did you know that TRC is the only dyslexia serving organization in Minnesota that provides 
scholarships for students to be tutored and tested? The need is great. We need your help to raise 
$100,000 to support scholarships and programs through the 2022 Bright Futures Campaign to keep our 
students who need scholarships and programs on the path to skilled reading.  
 
Please consider making a donation or pledge to The Reading Center in 2022 to support our scholarship 
program and all of the important work that we do year-round. A giving envelope is enclosed. You can also 
donate online at www.TheReadingCenter.org/donate. Your donation will be doubled thanks to the 
generosity of the Rochester Scottish Rite Children’s Foundation!   
 
Thank you to our 2022 Bright Futures Leadership Team: Ginger Holmes (Campaign Chair), Carl Anderson 
(Board Campaign Chair), Lora Keller (Staff Campaign Chair) and Ann Peterson (Friends Campaign Chair). 

Please Support Our 2022 Bright Futures Campaign 

Continued from page 1 
 
have made great strides. For the first time, one of her students learned 
how to spell his last name and Jenna smiled as she heard him announce it 
to a teacher in another room. Another student took home a reading game 
to play with his dad and the third has been motivated by learning to read 
books about soccer. 
 
Jenna was previously an early childhood educator at a dual language 
school. She enrolled in TRC’s Basic O-G Training in 2020, shortly after 
her son was diagnosed with dyslexia. Now she is not only helping her son 
learn to read using the O-G approach, she is able to share her talents with 
her community. Jenna lives within biking distance of UV and is thrilled that her oldest son has even been able to 
participate in UV programs while she is tutoring.  
 
Jenna is hoping to work long term with TRC/UV’s collaboration. She takes advantage of opportunities to attend ongoing 
professional development through TRC’s Academic Language Therapist monthly meetings, Academy Track Study Group, 
and Equity & Inclusion Study Group. Additionally, she attends monthly tutor meetings at UV. This great support system 
helps her effectively reach the diverse group of students at UV who have a strong desire to read. 
 
If you would like to learn more about our partnership with Urban Ventures or discover how you can support our 
important community partnerships, please visit: https://www.thereadingcenter.org/urbanventures. 

Jenna Bergendahl tutoring a child at Urban 

Ventures to help him catch up with his peers 

https://www.thereadingcenter.org/urbanventures
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Best of Basics - 4 Great Weeks of Learning! 
 
Registration is open now for our 28th summer Best of Basics 
program! This four-week program runs July 11- 
August 5 and is for students entering kindergarten  
through grade 12. 
 
Best of Basics (known affectionately as BOB) helps students in a 
way that a regular summer school cannot. BOB is designed for 
students with dyslexia or characteristics of dyslexia. A typical 
BOB student has difficulty with reading fluently, spelling, 
writing legibly, and/or math. For students with multiple 
diagnoses, we find that students have success in BOB when 
reading presents as their primary difficulty. Our small group 
classes and 1:1 options focus on building skills using the multi-
sensory Orton-Gillingham Approach. This is a great opportunity 
to see if O-G is a good fit for your student! 
 

For class times and to register, visit our website www.TheReadingCenter.org. Class 
sizes are limited so register early! 
 
Rochester (in-person) Options 

• Reading Club parent/child class for students entering kindergarten and grade 1 

• Small group Language Arts classes for students entering grades 1-5  

• Small group Study Skills class for students entering grades 7-10 

• 1:1 Language Arts tutoring sessions for students entering grades 1-5 

• 1:1 Math tutoring sessions for students entering grades 6-8 
 
Online Options 

• 1:1 Language Arts tutoring sessions for students entering grades 1-12 

• 1:1 Math tutoring sessions for students entering grades 1-5 

The Reading Center is pleased to continue our work advocating for dyslexic students at our state capitol with our 
coalition partners: Decoding Dyslexia Minnesota, International Dyslexia Association, Upper Midwest Branch and 
Groves Learning Organization (formerly Groves Academy).  
 
In the 2021 session, we were successful in advocating for a $3 million grant program to enable licensed teachers 
in Minnesota to take LETRS training for free. LETRS is a robust professional development training in the science 
of reading and its application in the classroom. This funding is enabling more than 2,000 licensed Minnesota 
teachers to take LETRS for free and bring their knowledge back to all students in their classrooms. This grant 
program had bipartisan support and gained the support of both the Minnesota teacher’s union and Minnesota 
School Board Association. 
 
With a historic budget surplus this year, we are asking the legislature to add $30 million to this grant 
fund, enough money for every K-5th grade teacher in Minnesota to take the training. The bill was 
heard in both the Senate and House in February and received favorable testimony from teachers, school 
administrators, and professors of higher education. We are hopeful that legislators will keep momentum going 
and add funds to this program in the 2022 session. 
 
Please reach out to your state legislators to urge their support for LETRS training for teachers. 
Your voice at the capitol matters on this issue! 

Join us at our Spring 
Open House on April 

26th to learn more about 
this program! 

Registration for this 
online meeting can be 

found on our website or 
by calling us at  
(507) 288-5271. 

Legislative Update — Expanding Teacher Professional Development 

in the Science of Reading 

Damask, BOB Assistant provides a child with 1:1  

skills reinforcement. 
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After 16 years with The Reading Center, Jan Hagedorn, known to many students and 
families as “Mrs. H,” retired this past November. She was celebrated at an open house 
on November 5, 2021 where many current and former Reading Club and tutoring 
families thanked her. 
 
Jan took Orton-Gillingham training at The Reading Center to help her dyslexic son, 
Sam, learn to read. With her training and enthusiasm for teaching, she became a tutor 
for TRC in 2005. Since that time, she used her passion for the youngest learners to 
develop and later become the first Director of our Reading Readiness program – a 
program for families and students ages 4-6, based on the principles of Orton-
Gillingham. This program has helped hundreds of families over the years to support 
their emerging readers in a fun, structured way. For many of her students, they entered 
the group class nervous and guarded, and emerged with newfound confidence and 
skills to make them successful in the classroom.  

Mrs. H Changed Lives! 

These outstanding students have been nominated by their tutors for 
their hard work and progress made during 1:1 tutoring sessions. 
 
Marik Their, 2nd Grade, Worthington, MN (left) 
Marik’s tutor, Jenny Zweber, says he is a hard worker and shows a 
positive attitude during lessons. 
 
Elliott Ray, 8th Grade, Rochester, MN (right) 
Elliott’s tutor, Suzanne Sedlmajer, says he has achieved impressive 
progress in standardized testing and is truly a joy to work with. 

New Staff to The Reading Center 
 

We welcomed new Development Director, Jamie Schwaba, in October. Jamie comes to us from the Minnesota 
Conservatory of the Arts in Winona. 
 
Following the retirement of Jan Hagedorn in November, Staff Tutor, Ashley Lund, became our new Director of 
Reading Readiness. Ashley is a former elementary school teacher and reading interventionist. 
 
As our tutoring program grows, we continue to add tutors to our ranks. Last year we added 4 new staff tutors bringing 
our total to more than 55 tutors working for us full or part time! Evalina Day and Suzanne Sedlmajer work with 
students in Rochester and online. Jenna Bergendahl works with students in our partner program Urban Ventures in 
South Minneapolis. In addition to working with students 1:1, Elena Walden is our summer Best of Basics Coordinator. 

Meet Our Outstanding Students 

From left to right; Jamie Schwaba, Ashley Lund, Evalina Day, Suzanne Sedlmajer, Jenna Bergendahl, and Elena Walden 

Jan sharing a special moment 

with one of her students at her 

retirement open house 
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Newsletter Donor List 
July 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021 

 
We would like to acknowledge and thank all of you who have so generously pledged or donated to The Reading  
Center. We strive to list our donors accurately, but occasionally we make a mistake. If your donation has been  
omitted, your entry is misspelled or put in the wrong giving level, please contact Jamie Schwaba, Development 

Director, at jschwaba@TheReadingCenter.org.  
 

If you would like to make a contribution, please use our secure online server at www.TheReadingCenter.org,  
contact us at (507) 288-5271, or use the enclosed envelope. 

Paula Rome Legacy Society 
Those honoring The Reading Center 

with a planned gift 
Mike and Joy Fogarty 
Kevin Kvale 
Tony Love 
Leone & Thomas Mauszycki 
Jean S. Osman 
Joe Powers 
Lois Saxton 
Marguerite K. Smith 
Erik and Eileen Thorpe  
Bruce and Mary Wolfson 
 

$25,000 and Up 
Don and Barb Prow 
Rochester Plumbing and Heating Co.,  
     Inc., Greg and Denise Nesler 
Scottish Rite of Rochester 
 

Heroes $5,000 - $24,999 
Ginger and David Holmes 
Rochester Home Infusion, Joselyn  
     Raymundo and Sean McCauley 
Jim and Judy Sloan 
Donn E. Sorensen 
Think Mutual Bank 
Thrivent Financial, Rochester Group,  
     Eric and Carissa Funk 
 

Benefactors $2,500 - $4,999 
Olmsted Medical Center * 
Jayne Pompeian 
Premier Banks 
 

Patrons $1,000 - $2,499 
Alan C. Anderson, C.H.T.D., C.P.A. 
Lucy and Mark Bahn 
John and Nikki Beatty 
     In honor of Jan Hagedorn and in  
     memory of Jean Osman 
Emily DeGrazia and Atta Behfar ‡ 
Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards ● 
     In honor of the staff, tutors and  
     Board members 
Euro-Wall Systems, LLC. 
Mike and Joy Fogarty 
 

Megan and Jeremy Fogelson 
     In honor of Saul Fogelson 
Paul and Vicki Friedman 
     In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri   
     Edwards 
Great River Energy 
Barbara Henoch 
Dr. Norm and Char Hepper 
Laura and Ian Heritage 
Eugene Keller 
Mark Leonard ● 
     In honor of Suzanne Leonard’s 91st 
     birthday 
Dr. Lawrence and Claudette McDonald 
     In memory of MariAnne E.  
     McDonald 
Fletcher and Deborah Miller 
     In memory of Kevin Miller and his  
     teacher, Faye Waldo 
Pat and Tom Miller 
Jeanie and Bob Munsterman 
Joe Powers 
Mary and Gerald Price 
Sharon O'C. Rome and Jeff Rome 
Rochester Concrete Products, Jeff and   
    Melissa Price 
Cindy Russell and Rick Pribnow ‡ 
Al and Sharon Tuntland 
United Way of Dodge County 
Ellen and John Villa 
     In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri  
     Edwards 
Deb Zeldenrust 
 

Fellows $500 - $999 
Alan and Nadine Anderson 
Anderson Law Firm, Carl Anderson       
     and Sherri Whalen 
Ken and Elaine Bauman 
Rachel and Josh Berger 
Susan Carlsen 
Christopher and Suzanne Colby 
Goodhue County Cooperative Electric 
Rick and Jane Haeflinger 
Marcia and Burke Henry 
Jean Jacobs 
Mary L. Jurisson 
Kurt and Cynthia Johnston 
     In memory of Joyce M. Johnston  

     and Jean Osman 
Kenneth K. Kinsey Family Foundation 
Dr. Emil and Suzanne Koretzky 
     In honor of the Edwards Family 
Kirk Kottschade 
Victoria Moore 
Susan Persons 
Anna Mary and Terry Peterson 
Rochester Commercial Banks  
     Association 
Nan and Gerry Snyder 
Lance and Linda Sorensen  
Leo and Christine Stern 
Stifel 
Bruce and Mary Wolfson 
     In memory of Patricia and Sam  
     Wolfson, and Corrine Wolfson and  
     Stanley Leonard 
Anne Worthington 
Elann and Alan Wright 
Ruthann Yaeger  
 

Assistants $250 - $499 

Anonymous 
Eric Anderholm 
Mark Anderson 
     In honor of Virginia Anderson 
Barbara and David Arlander 
     In honor of  Carol Mikesh 
Julie Baughn and Jason Hardyman 
Ardell Brede 
     In memory of Judy Brede 
Christopher and Amy Davis ∞ 
Cher Hager 
Dennis and Kay Hawley 
Janet and Lance Johnson 
     In honor of Kay Hawley 
J.S.O Trust 
Glenn and Claire Laedtke 
John and Paula Laskowski 
Walt Ling 
George Logan 
     In honor of Barbara Walbruch 
Dr. Thomas and Leone Mauszycki 
Cray McCally 
     In honor of Mayo and Lourdes High  
     School class of 1980 and Marcia  
     Henry 
Marcy and Scott Pohlman 
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Rochester Honkers 
Dr. Dan Rohe 
Maureen Sanford 
Daryl and Katherine Schulz 
Arlene and Ralph Sonday 
Mr. Shannon Strutz ◊ 
Mike and Susan Swanson ‡ 
Derrick and Brittany Thompson 
Kelly and Norman Turner 
Becky Vossberg ‡ 
Kim Wanek ∞ 
David and Julie Watson ‡ 
Constance Williams and Michael  
     Bostwick ‡ 
Mark and Dana Woeste ◊ 
E. Andrew Wood and Krista Coleman  
     Wood  
 

Colleagues $150 - $249 

Anonymous 
John Boespflug and Donna Drews- 
     Boespflug 
Chuck Brust ‡ 
Ping Collis 
     In memory of Jean Osman and  
     Paula Rome 
Ann and George Fisher 
Kate and Patrick Jirik ‡ 
Kiwanis Club of Rochester Golden K 
Brian Moser 
Clifford Nelson 
Dr. Marjorie Smith 
Patty and John Trnka 
Sarah and Alan Willcutt 
Ron Yoshimoto 
 

Friends $50 - $149 
Anonymous 
C. Wilson Anderson, Jr. 
Sarah Beckman 
Henry Beno 
Thomas and Katherine Bergquist 
Marylee B. Bible 
Paul Bucher and Christel Richter 
Marla and Chris Burkhart 
Graham Cameron 
Eva Colligan 
Jeanne and James Danneker 
Kenneth and Carol Engelhart 
Margaret and Brian Fasbender ∞ 
Louise Fowler 
Burton and Lucille Garr 
Kathe Graham 
Adeline Hairsine 
Dottie Hammel 
     In memory of June O. Stern 
Josie Hargarten 
     In honor of Kay Hawley 
Kendra Hoffman ‡ 
John and Gloria Hostak 
Hannah and Daniel Huey 
Christina Hughes 
Kay and Philip Karsell 

Sharon Knapp 
Heather Kraling-Coons ∞ 
Brenda Kulow-King and Andrew King 
Jean Locke 
Dr. Gerald and Lois Maher 
     In honor of Floyd and Grace Doty 
Wendy and Randy Moger ∞ 
Bernard and Carla Morrey 
Frank and Nancy Myers 
Deborah Newman 
Judith and Michael O'Fallon 
Todd and Michele Osman ∞ 
Larry and Dorothy Peterson 
Stephanie Podulke 
Janet Purnell 
Bert and Jane Reiman 
Victor and Joanne Ronken 
     In honor of Quinn Murphy 
Susan and John Schaffner 
Quentin and Gloria Schmierer 
Dee and Alice Smith 
     In memory of Jean Osman 
Shari and Bart Sneary 
Jessica Soma ^ 
Mary and Eugene Sorensen 
Charles and Velma Steidinger 
Dean and Julie Stenehjem 
Bruce and Sara Suino 
Charity Tahmaseb 
Edith Thurber 
Norma A. Turner 
Janice Ulrich 
Hyacinth Van Laanen 
     In memory of Trish Vickman 
 

Associates Up to $49 
Anonymous 
Jenna Bergendahl ‡ 
Sarah Carlson-Wallrath 
Jean Doolittle 
Greg and Jill Dvergsten 
Bruce Elder 
Jennifer Ferguson ∞ 
Lisa Gifford 
Anne LaLonde Laux 
Kelly Lamphear-Dash 
Tamara McGehee 
Susan Oddsen 
     In memory of Colette Miller 
Lois Ann Saxton 
Steve and Nancy Thornton 
     In memory of Ron Amdahl 
Jocelyn Woog 
     In honor of Drs. Brooks and Terri  
     Edwards 
 

General In-Kind Donations 
Kathy Fears 
Rochele Freburg 
Tammy Hagstrom 
Lillian Stewart 
Joan Ward 
 

70th Anniversary Sponsorships 
 

Presenting Sponsor $25,000 

 

Publisher Level $7,000 
 
 
 
 
 

Joselyn Raymundo and Sean McCauley 
 

Editor Level $5,000 

Rochester Group 
 
 
 

Book Level $1,500 
Alan C. Anderson, C.H.T.D., C.P.A. 
Olmsted National Bank  
 

Page Level $1,000 
Drs. Brooks and Terri Edwards 
Mike and Joy Fogarty 
Premier Banks 
Rochester Concrete Products 
 

Muse Level $500 
Anderson Law Firm 
Rochester Commercial Banks  
     Association 
Stifel 
 

In-Kind 
Allegra of Rochester 
Benike Construction 
Pasquale’s Pizzeria  
Powers Ventures 
 
 
 
 

Designations 
‡  Our monthly sustaining donors 
^ Donations given through Thrivent  
    Financial Choice Dollars 
∞ Donations given through United Way  
    Olmsted County 
◊ Donations given through IBM Employee  
    Charitable Contribution Campaign 
● Donations given to Dr. Terri Edwards  
    Scholarship Fund 
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Change service 

requested. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Reading Center Open House 

(online) 
April 26, 2022 at 7pm 
 

28th Annual Best of Basics 

Summer Program 
July 11 — August 5, 2022 
 

4 to 6-Year-Old FREE Screening 

and Reading Club Classes 
Ongoing, call for times 

Remember The 

Reading Center 

and its mission in 

your will, and 

ensure that 

children with 

dyslexia get the 

help that they 

need into the 

future. 

Orton-Gillingham  

Training Institute 

 

Please visit our website, 

www.TheReadingCenter.org, for 

our Orton-Gillingham Training 

Institute offerings. 


