
Galileo Galilei • Robin Williams 
Harrison Ford • Alyssa Milano 

 Keanu Reeves • Henry Winkler 
Kiera Knightly Will Smith • Ansel 

Adams • Pablo Picasso • Robert 
Rauschenberg • August Rodin 

 Vincent Van Gogh • Leonardo de 
Vinci • Andy Warhol • Muhammad 
Ali • Terry Bradshaw • Bruce Jenner 

Magic Johnson • Greg Louganis 
 Richard Branson • Henry Ford 

 Steve Jobs • David Rockefeller 
Charles Schwab • Frank W. 

Woolworth • Walt Disney • Steven 
Spielberg • Ann Bancroft 

Alexander Graham Bell • John 
Britten • Pierre Curie • Ludwig von 

Beethoven • Harry Belafonte 
Thomas Edison •  Winston Churchill

 John F. Kennedy • Tom Cruise 
George Washington • Mark Twain 
Gina Belafonte • Paul Wellstone 

Nelson Rockefeller • Hans Christian 
Andersen • Agatha Christie 

F. Scott Fitzgerald Gustave Flaubert 
Patricia Polacco • Jamie Oliver 

Whoopi Goldberg• Albert Einstein 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

2017 Annual Report

We achieve this through
Diagnostic testing and Educational Therapy 

(tutoring) for children and adults 
who struggle with reading, writing or spelling

•
Training educators in the Orton-Gillingham approach 

so that they can help dyslexic learners 
unlock the code to written language

•
Raising public awareness of the prevalence of dyslexia

 as well as the methods 
that are proven to teach reading

Since 1951, the mission of 
The Reading Center 

is to serve the needs of 
people affected by dyslexia.



Dear Reading Center supporter:

2017 brought many good and exciting things for this 67 year old organization.  The Rochester Chamber 
of Commerce, the largest Chamber in the state, awarded The Reading Center with the Nonprofit of 
the Year award in February, which was a great honor.  Following that, in May, the state of Minnesota 
awarded The Reading Center $1.5M in state bonding funds to help us pay for our new facility!

The Reading Center has been in its current building on 5th Street, visible from Civic Center Drive, since 
about 2000, and we quickly outgrew this space.  Most of our programming must occur offsite and our 
students and staff are missing out on gathering in a visible space they can be proud to work in.  We have 
three testing/tutoring rooms for 45 tutors and 183 tutoring students.  The current building limits our capacity 
to help students and hinders our effectiveness, which is why we are planning for a new building.  Since 
2014 we have been making plans to build a right-sized space for our growing program needs.

The generous owners of Kwik Trip offered one of their properties to us under market value, making it 
hard to pass up.  We purchased that property in early 2018. It is on Scott Road, near 19th St. N.W., next 
door to the Kwik Trip and behind the Costco.  Look for our sign on the land, and plan to attend our 
Groundbreaking Ceremony on Sunday, September 16, 2018.  Details to follow.

We are working with our bank (Premier) architect (CRW and Jill Kaehler) and Builder (Benike) toward 
a construction start date of October 1, 2018.  We have been working hard to fully fund this campaign, 
but we still have funds to raise in order for this to become a reality.  Please keep your eyes open for 
communication from campaign volunteers and The Reading Center about how you can support this 
Capital Campaign and help us meet our $4.3M goal.  We have $1M to go so we need your help. Thank 
you if you have already pledged or donated.  We appreciate your support!

While we work toward a new building and expect to move in sometime during the fall of 2019, we have 
been working to increase our capacity in order to serve more students with dyslexia.  That effort is paying 
off and we will be helping more students than ever before in our 67 year history by the time we occupy 
the new building.

Thank you to all of you who support our programming and scholarship efforts through donations, and 
who support our mission by attending events like our Superhero Dyslexia Dash and our Bright Stars Event.  
There is much more to come in 2018 so please stay tuned and continue to support our mission to serve the 
needs of students with dyslexia.

We cannot achieve our goals without you. Thank you for all that you do.

Sincerely,

Kirk Kottschade      Cindy Russell
Board Chair      Executive Director



2017 Donors to The Reading Center
The Reading Center is grateful to all of the donors that share our mission.  

Due to space limitations, the list below includes donors who have given $250 or more during 2017.  
If there is an omission or mistake, please contact Sarah Carlson-Wallrath, Director of Development.  Thank you!

Super Heroes $25,000  
and up 

Otto Bremer Foundation
Mayo Clinic
The June Stern Family   
   Foundation
Valley of Rochester   
   Scottish Rite Children’s  
   Foundation

Heroes $5,000  - $24,999 

Dorothy Callahan
Crutchfield Dermatology  
   Foundation
Mike and Joy Fogarty
Golden Rule Family   
   Foundation
Norman L. Gillette, Jr.   
   Donor Advised Fund
Marsha Hall
Ginger and David Holmes
Powers Ventures
Rochester Concrete   
   Products
Rochester Plumbing and  
   Heating Co., Inc.
Sharon O’C. Rome and  
   Jeff Rome
Carl and Verna Schmidt  
   Foundation
Judy and Jim Sloan
Think Mutual Bank

Benefactors $2,500 - 
$4,999 

Nicole and Patrick Blegen
Paul Bucher and Christel     
   Richter
Barbara Henoch
Dr. Norman and   
   Charmaine Hepper
iHeartmedia 
Management Services  
   Inc.
Eugene Keller
Kirk Kottschade
Bobbi LaRusso

Jean Osman
Charles Steidinger
Erik and Eileen Thorpe

Patrons $1,000 -  $2,499  

The Affiliated Group
Tara Lee and Douglas   
   Amundson
Alan C. Anderson,   
   C.H.T.D., C.P.A.
John and Nikki Beatty
John and Shelly Caldwell
Sarah Carlson-Wallrath
Drs. Brooks and Terri   
   Edwards
Evergreen Lodge  #46   
   AF&AM OF MN
Michael and Denise   
   Fogarty
Great River Energy
Rick and Jane Haeflinger
Marcia and Burke Henry
Home Federal Savings   
   Bank
Jean Jacobs
Ted and Lora Keller
Mark Leonard
Peg and Ross Mattke
Dr. Thomas and Leone  
   Mauszycki
Dr. Lawrence and   
   Claudette McDonald
Deborah and Fletcher   
   Miller
Jeanie and Bob   
   Munsterman
Premier Banks
Olmsted Medical Center
Abigail Redalen
Howard Rome and  
   Sharon Grodin
Cindy Russell and Rick   
   Pribnow
Gwen Stevens
James Talen
Thrivent Financial
Al and Sharon Tuntland
United Way of Dodge   
   County

Suzanne Viggiano
Ellen and John Villa
Meg and Tim Weir
Alexis and Michael   
   Zaccariello

Fellows $500 -  $999  

Carl Anderson and Sherri  
   Whalen
Buddy and Christine   
   Atkinson
Benike Construction
Christopher and Amy   
   Davis
Goodhue County   
   Cooperative Electric
Jennifer Gowin
Paul and Kay Grinnell
Jan and Steve Hagedorn
Nicholas Keller
Sean McCauley and   
   Joselyn Raymundo
John and Julie    
   McLaughlin
Joe Messick
Ruth Ann Miles
Pat and Tom Miller
John and Pat Noseworthy
Pasquale’s Neighborhood     
   Pizzeria
Larry and Dorothy   
   Peterson
Brian Pittenger
Mary and Gerald Price
Peter and Sara Ribbens
Rochester Commercial  
   Banks Association
Rochester Friends Meeting
Ken and Mary Ann Sahs
Dr. Christy Sanford
Maureen Sanford
Paul and Maggie Scanlon
Sterling State Bank
Marge and Ron Swee
US Bank
David and Julie Watson
Pat Whisnant

Assistants $250 -  $499 

Alan and Nadine   
   Anderson
Andrea and Ben   
   Anderson
Thomas and Julia   
   Behrenbeck
Danny Bucknell
Susan Carlsen
Compeer Financial
Barbara Dufresne
Paul and Vicki Friedman
Abbey and Matt   
   Hellickson
Dr. Roy House
Jeff and Cindy Kallis
Kenneth K. Kinsey Family  
   Foundation
John and Paula Laskowski
Walt and Darcy Ling
Dr. Gerald Maher
Linda Mansfield and Ron  
   Menaker
Ronda and Robert   
   McCully
Elizabeth and Malcolm  
   McIntosh
Terry Hyun and Jae-Kuen  
   Oh
Dana Puffer
Becky and John Sperling
Gordy and Terri   
   Stockinger
Mike and Susan Swanson
Mark and Julia Utz
Constance Williams and  
   Michael Bostwick
Anne Worthington
Elann and Alan Wright
Barbara Zelinske



2017 Program Accomplishments
The Reading Center serves individuals primarily from Southern Minnesota, while 

we provide training and online tutoring to persons from across MN, the U.S. and beyond.

Educational Testing:  The Reading Center conducted 73 affordable testings for students in 
2017, along with 102 Rechecks to measure current student progress and 41 free screenings 
to the new students entering our summer Best of Basics program. With testing results, 
students can uncover the nature of their reading struggle, which gives critical information to 
their families and schools. Scholarships are provided with demonstrated need.  

Orton-Gillingham Tutoring:  In 2017, The Reading Center provided 9,028 sessions of Orton-
Gillingham tutoring to 183 students through one-on-one tutoring; up 17% over 2015 
levels.  Scholarships are provided with demonstrated need. 

$59,000 in scholarships were granted, enabling students to receive tutoring so that 
no child need go without this effective, life-changing service due to lack of family 
resources. 

With our capacity investments, 22% of all tutoring sessions were provided via an online 
platform in 2017. This has enabled us to serve more students who do not live near 
Rochester, representing a 49% increase in online tutoring sessions above 2015 levels.

Best of Basics Summer Program:  Informed by the Orton-Gillingham approach, The Reading 
Center offers a month long, intensive, small group summer program for children ages pre-K 
to grade 12.  This program helps students avoid the summer slide and improves their skills for 
the coming school year. 53 students enrolled in Best of Basics Summer Program in 2017.

Reading Readiness Screenings and Reading Clubs:   The Reading Center offers nationally-
normed tests that are predictive of reading failure for pre-readers.  23 young learners 
received free screenings in 2017.  19 parent-child teams participated in Reading Clubs 
where they learned pivotal pre-reading skills, informed by the Orton-Gillingham approach. 
Screenings are free, underwritten by donations; and scholarships are available for Reading 
Clubs. 



Orton-Gillingham Training:  The Reading Center trained 55 educators and parents in 
the Orton-Gillingham approach in 2017 in both an online and in-person format.  This 
training uses a rigorous training model lasting 120 hours, inclusive of a closely supervised 
practicum.  Accredited by the Academy of Orton Gillingham Practitioners and Educators, 
we offer a Basic and an Advanced Training in order to equip adults to teach struggling 
students from grade 1 to adult. The approach is proven to be highly effective for those who 
struggle the most with reading – students with dyslexia. 

With the additional offering of our Basic Institute training online, we are now offering 
2 in-person and 3 online trainings per year exponentially increasing the number of 
adults trained to use the Orton-Gillingham approach with struggling students. We are 
planning to offer our Advanced Institute training course online by the end of 2018.

Free Outreach Education:  The Reading Center focuses on providing free, educational 
outreach to the public, so more parents will understand dyslexia, and therefore more 
students with dyslexia will be identified and receive the help that they need.  In 2017, The 
Reading Center reached 5,901 people with our free outreach presentations.  Several 
outreach opportunities were offered online extending our reach beyond southeast 
Minnesota. Our Bright Stars Event was a first of its kind Dyslexia Film Festival, and our ever 
popular Superhero Dyslexia Dash continues to draw young and old.

Rochester Reading Champions:  This innovative collaboration is designed to provide the 
same high quality, OG tutoring used by The Reading Center, but targeting struggling 
readers who are underserved, and at-risk.  Tutoring is provided by Reading Center trained 
volunteers and is offered free to the student. The Rochester Public Library coordinates this 
program which provided 1,479 free tutoring sessions to 41 students at the Boys & Girls Club, 
Adult Detention and Hawthorne Adult Education.  

Reading Readiness at Boys and Girls Club:  68 children entering kindergarten or first grade 
who are members of the Rochester Boys and Girls Club benefitted from Reading Center 
early childhood programming, helping these young students make gains so that they are 
ready to read at school.



 2017 Reading Center Expenses
 

 

2017 Audited Financial Position

  Current Assets              $ 1,144,490
  Property and equipment     $ 178,119
  Endowment (held by Rochester Area Foundation) $   43,867

  TOTAL ASSETS               $ 1,366,476

  TOTAL LIABILITIES      $   72,340

  NET ASSETS
  Unrestricted       $ 802,762
  Temporarily restricted     $ 491,374

  TOTAL NET ASSETS              $ 1,366,476
 
  SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
  Fee for Service      $ 574,452
  Donations       $ 641,624
  Misc.        $   25,894 
  Net assets released from restrictions   $ 145,766
  TOTAL SUPPORT/REVENUE             $ 1,387,736

  EXPENSES AND LOSSES
  Program Services      $ 748,865
  Management      $ 155,895
  Fundraising       $ 103,444
  Realized & Unrealized losses on investments  $            0
  TOTAL EXPENSES/LOSSES             $ 1,008,204

  Change in Net Assets     $ 379,532



Kirk Kottschade, Chair, 2019
Vice President, Rochester Scottish Rite 
Children’s Foundation
 
Brittany Thompson, Vice-Chair, 2020
Investment Operations Manager, 
Treasury Services, Mayo Clinic

Amy Davis, Secretary, 2019
Division Chair, Communications, Public 
Affairs, Mayo Clinic

Danny Bucknell, Treasurer, 2020
VP of Rochester Regional Branch 
Services, Sterling State Bank

Carl Anderson J.D., 2020
Attorney, Anderson Law Firm

Nicole Blegen, 2018
Unit Head, Systems and Procedures, 
Mayo Clinic

Charles Brust D.S.C., M.B.A., 2020
Enterprise Infrastructure Architect, Mayo 
Clinic

Paul Bucher J.D., 2018
Attorney, Dunlap and Seeger Law Firm

John Caldwell, 2019
Vice President of Credit Administration, 
Think Mutual Bank

Terri Edwards M.D., 2020
Pediatrician (retired), Olmsted Medical 
Center

Jennifer Gowin, 2018
Vice President, Premier Banks, Rochester

Marcia K. Henry, Ph.D., 2018
Professor Emerita, San Jose State University
Past President, The International Dyslexia 
Association (1992-1996)
Fellow, The Academy of Orton-Gillingham 
Practitioners and Educators

Ginger Holmes, 2020
Executive Director (retired),  Gift of Life 
Transplant House

Jean Osman, 2019
Reading Center Founder (retired)
Fellow, The Academy of Orton-Gillingham 
Practitioners and Educators
Past President, The International Dyslexia 
Association, Upper Midwest Branch

Michael Zaccariello, Ph.D., L.P., 2018
Psychology/Psychiatry
Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Mayo Clinic

The Reading Center / Dyslexia Institute of MN 
Board of Directors, 2017-2018

 



About The Reading Center/Dyslexia Institute of Minnesota
The mission of The Reading Center/Dyslexia Institute of MN is to serve the needs of 
people affected by dyslexia.  Founded in 1951 by Paula Rome and Jean Osman, The 
Reading Center began as a private, Orton-Gillingham tutoring business in Paula Rome’s 
basement.  Paula Rome recruited Jean Osman, and together they established an 
organization of teachers in Rochester to work with individuals who were struggling with 
dyslexia.  She taught them how to apply the specially designed instruction known as the 
Orton-Gillingham (OG) Approach that she learned from her uncle, Dr. Paul Dozier, and his 
colleague, Dr. Samuel Orton.   From the beginning, The Reading Center has enjoyed the 
high esteem of Mayo Clinic, from which we receive many referrals each year.  

Over the years, The Reading Center has tested and tutored more than 9,000 students. 
Independent evaluation of our services has shown that our students increase their skills at 
rates that “exceed outstanding gains.”  The Reading Center has provided Orton-Gillingham 
training to 2,000 adults in order to ensure that future generations of students with dyslexia 
may receive the specialized instruction they need.

The Reading Center is one of only two centers west of the Mississippi that is accredited by 
the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators 
for training and tutoring.

The major programs of The Reading Center include: OG 
Therapy/Tutoring, Specialized Classes, OG Training, and 
Outreach Education about dyslexia.

847 5th Street NW • Rochester, MN 55901 • (507) 288-5271
email read@thereadingcenter.org • www.TheReadingCenter.org

Facebook www.facebook.com/thereadingcenter


