
Galileo Galilei • Robin Williams 
Harrison Ford • Alyssa Milano 

 Keanu Reeves • Henry Winkler 
Kiera Knightly Will Smith • Ansel 

Adams • Pablo Picasso • Robert 
Rauschenberg • August Rodin 

 Vincent Van Gogh • Leonardo de 
Vinci • Andy Warhol • Muhammad 
Ali • Terry Bradshaw • Bruce Jenner 

Magic Johnson • Greg Louganis 
 Richard Branson • Henry Ford 

 Steve Jobs • David Rockefeller 
Charles Schwab • Frank W. 

Woolworth • Walt Disney • Steven 
Spielberg • Ann Bancroft 

Alexander Graham Bell • John 
Britten • Pierre Curie • Ludwig von 

Beethoven • Harry Belafonte 
Thomas Edison •  Winston Churchill

 John F. Kennedy • Tom Cruise 
George Washington • Mark Twain 
Gina Belafonte • Paul Wellstone 

Nelson Rockefeller • Hans Christian 
Andersen • Agatha Christie 

F. Scott Fitzgerald Gustave Flaubert 
Patricia Polacco • Jamie Oliver 

Whoopi Goldberg• Albert Einstein 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

2015 Annual Report

We achieve this through
Diagnostic testing and Educational Therapy 

(tutoring) for children and adults 
who struggle with reading, writing or spelling

•
Training educators in the Orton-Gillingham approach 

so that they can help dyslexic learners 
unlock the code to written language

•
Raising public awareness of the prevalence of dyslexia

 as well as the methods 
that are proven to teach reading

Since 1951, the mission of 
The Reading Center 

is to serve the needs of 
people affected by dyslexia.



Dear Reading Center Supporter,

Greetings on behalf of the Board of Directors, tutors and staff of the Reading Center/Dyslexia Institute of 
MN.  We are grateful for the investment you have made in the mission of the Reading Center in 2015 and 
beyond.  If you are wondering about timing, our 2015 audit was just completed – so though we are in the 
last quarter of 2016, this report begins with 2015.

In 2015, we continued to advance our Strategic Planning process, and have engaged in increasing our 
capacity to serve more students with dyslexia.  Our goal is to serve 56% more students with dyslexia over 
the course of three years.  We are well on our way toward meeting our first year goal, as the end of 2016 
approaches, teaching 10% more students, providing 20% more tutoring sessions.  25% of the tutoring is 
occurring online – increasing our reach.

Toward our goal to increase awareness of dyslexia and Reading Center services, we have added staff 
time dedicated to marketing and completed a marketing study and plan with Augsburg College.  In 
addition, in 2015, the Reading Center hosted our largest, free outreach educational event ever, with 
over 700 people attending the Bright Stars Event, featuring the “World’s Most Famous Paleontologist, Jack 
Horner.”  And our 2016 Super Hero Dyslexia Dash doubled in participants!  

While we are serving more students, we are also pursuing plans for a new, right-sized facility that will 
enable us to increase our programming reach. We completed a Feasibility Study and have begun 
planning a capital campaign.  Olmsted County partnered with us and supported us, to seek $1.5 million 
in bonding funds that would help us build a new facility.  You responded when we asked you to reach 
out to your Legislators in support of bonding.  Our local legislators were supportive of the project, and I am 
proud to say that the Reading Center’s bonding project was included in both the House and the Senate 
versions of the bonding bill.  The bad news is the bill was not finished in time for it to be passed before the 
2016 session adjourned.  

We’re seeking to remain in a new bonding bill this year, and feel that our chances are good.  Dyslexia 
is not a partisan issue.  We will continue to need the support of legislators on both sides of the aisle.  We 
will ask you, again, to reach out to your local legislators, republican and democrat, to urge their support 
during session.  Your calls, visits and letters do work.

It will be an amazing day when this 65 year old, high impact organization has a building big enough to 
support our programming.  Believe.  It will happen.

We are creating an organization that is meeting the needs of the 1:5 students with dyslexia in our 
community.  We are active in a collaboration which reaches more students where they are, students who 
are underserved and high risk, who struggle to read.  And we are improving access through technology, 
so that students from near and far can receive high quality tutoring online, and so that adults can take 
our OG training course online.  

Thank you for being a supporter and advocate of the Reading Center’s mission.  We have needed you in 
the past, and we will succeed when you support us, as we reach into the future. 

Sincerely,

Nicole Blegen      Cindy Russell
Board Chair, 2015-16     Executive Director



2015 Donors to the Reading Center
The Reading Center is grateful to all of the donors that share our mission.  

Due to space limitations, the list below includes donors who have given $250 or more during 2015.  
If there is an omission or mistake, please contact Sarah Carlson-Wallrath, Director of Development.  Thank you!

Super Heroes $25,000  
   and up
Dr. Norman and   
   Charmaine Hepper
Otto Bremer Foundation
Valley of Rochester 
   Scottish Rite Children’s 
   Foundation

Heroes $5,000 - $24,999
Crutchfield Dermatology
Drs. Brooks and Terri   
   Edwards
Gillette Family Foundation
The June Stern Family   
   Foundation
Anne and Al Koenig
Mayo Clinic
Rochester Plumbing and
   Heating Co., Inc.
Shjon Podein Children’s
   Foundation
Thrivent Financial
United Way of Olmsted  
   County

Benefactors $2,500 - 4,999
Pat and Sue Christenson
Corner Medical, LLC 
Mike and Joy Fogarty
Rick and Jane Haeflinger
Eugene Keller
Mall of America
Norman L. Gillette, Jr. 
   Donor Advised Fund
Jean Osman
Judy and Jim Sloan
Becky and John Sperling
Sterling State Bank
Erik and Eileen Thorpe
Western Digital   
   Foundation

Patrons  $1,000 - $2,499
Tara Lee and Douglas   
   Amundson
Anderson Law Firm
Anonymous
Lucy and Mark Bahn
Mary Beer
Nicole and Patrick Blegen

Heidi Connolly
Susan Gillette
Great River Energy
Paul and Kay Grinnell
Barbara Henoch
Home Federal Savings   
   Bank
IBM Employee Services  
   Center
Jean Jacobs
Ted and Lora Keller
The Kenneth K. Kinsey   
   Family Foundation
Bobbi LaRusso
Mark Leonard
Walt and Darcy Ling 
Peg and Ross Mattke
Dr. Lawrence and   
   Claudette McDonald
Deborah and Fletcher   
   Miller
Olmsted Medical Center
People’s Energy   
   Cooperative
Powers Ventures
Premier Banks
Rochester Area   
   Foundation
Howard Rome and          
   Sharon Grodin
Sharon O’C. Rome and  
   Jeff Rome
Cindy Russell and Rick   
   Pribnow
Karen and Tom Russell
Mark Stephenson &   
   Geraldine Sutcliffe
Think Mutual Bank
Al and Sharon Tuntland
United Way of Dodge   
   County
United Way of the Bay   
   Area
Ellen and John Villa
Pat Whisnant

Fellows  $500 - $999
Heather Acerro
Alan C. Anderson, CPA
Buddy and Christine   
   Atkinson
Brian and Caroline Brost

Community Charities of  
   Minnesota
Ann and George Fisher
Paul and Vicki Friedman
Eric and Karissa Funk
Lisa Gillette
Goodhue County   
   Cooperative Electric
Colleen and Bob Grady
Jan and Steve Hagedorn
Marcia and Burke Henry
Nicholas Keller
Marcia Krebsbach
LKPB Engineers, Inc.
Dr. Thomas and Leone   
   Mauszycki
Sean McCauley and   
   Joselyn Raymundo
Ronda and Robert   
   McCully
Joe Messick
Ruth Ann Miles
Pat and Tom Miller
Milford Mork III
Jeanie and Bob   
   Munsterman
John and Pat Noseworthy
Larry and Dorothy   
   Peterson
Jeffrey and Melissa Price
Mary and Gerald Price
Rochester Commercial  
   Banks Association
Paul Rome and Leigh   
   Beatty
Bill Ryan
Ken and Mary Ann Sahs
Maureen Sanford
Paul and Maggie Scanlon
Roy and Terri Small
Marge and Ron Swee
James Talen
Derrick and Brittany   
   Thompson
Titan Development and  
   Investments
US Bank
Fay Van Vliet
Stacey Vanden Heuvel  
   and Rashid Kadir
Suzanne Viggiano

David and Julie Watson
Jill Weirick
Assistants  $250 - $499
AgStar Financial Services  
   Rochester
Susan and David Ahlquist
Alan and Nadine   
   Anderson
Andrea and Ben   
   Anderson
Constance Williams and  
   Michael Bostwick
John and Marcia   
   Bouquet
Paul Bucher
John and Shelly Caldwell
Susan Carlsen
Mrs. Marjorie B. Edwards
Michael and Denise   
   Fogarty
Jennifer Gowin
Cher Hager
Dennis and Kay Hawley
Lisa and Corey Heimer
Harry and Julie Hoffman
Ginger and David Holmes
Paula Horner
Gloria and John Hostak
Susan and Robert Jenkins
Jeannine and Bill Karnes
Sandy and Marion Keith
Bradley and Beth Krehbiel
Glenn and Claire   
   Laedtke
John and Paula Laskowski
Linda Mansfield and Ron  
   Menaker
Kevin Molloy
Terry Hyun and Jae-Kuen  
   Oh
Susan Persons
Jim and Robyn Phillips
Craig Reichel
Rochester Rotary Risers
Kim Wanek
Robert  and Ellen Ward
Elann and Alan Wright
Alexis and Michael   
   Zaccariello
Barbara Zelinske
Paula Zollman

Amended on Dec. 30,2016



2015 Program Accomplishments
The Reading Center serves individuals primarily from Southern Minnesota, while 

we provide training and online services to persons from across MN, the U.S. and beyond.

Educational Testing:  The Reading Center provided 76 testings for students in 2015, using 12 
nationally normed testing tools.  We provide testing so that students, their families and their 
schools understand the nature of their reading struggle, as well as the proven educational 
methods to address dyslexia.  Scholarships are provided with demonstrated need.  

Orton-Gillingham Tutoring:  In 2015, the Reading Center provided 7,344 sessions of Orton-Gill-
ingham tutoring to 161 students through one on one tutoring, in person and online.  Schol-
arships are provided with demonstrated need. $56,000 in scholarships was granted in 
2015.   Twenty six percent of our students receive scholarship assistance so that no child 
need go without this very effective, life-changing service due to lack of family resources. 

Best of Basics Summer Program:  Informed by the Orton-Gillingham approach, the Reading 
Center offers a one-month long, intensive, small group summer program for children ages 
pre-K to grade 12.  This program helps students to retain the learning they achieved over 
the school year and improves their skills for the coming school year. 65 students enrolled in 
Best of Basics Summer Program in 2015.

Reading Readiness Screenings and Reading Clubs:   The Reading Center offers nationally-
normed tests that are predictive of reading failure for pre-readers.  26 young learners re-
ceived free screenings in 2015.  Parent-child teams participate in Reading Clubs where they 
learn pivotal pre-reading skills, informed by the Orton-Gillingham approach. Screenings are 
free, underwritten by foundation funding; and scholarships are available for Reading Clubs. 
28 four to six year olds attended Reading Clubs with their parents in 2015.  



Orton-Gillingham Training:  The Reading Center trained 36 educators and parents in the 
Orton-Gillingham approach in 2015, using a rigorous training model lasting 120 hours, inclu-
sive of a closely supervised practicum.  We offer both a Basic and an Advanced Training in 
order to equip adults to teach struggling students from grade 1 to adults. The training is not 
curriculum-based, but it imparts knowledge of the structure of the English language with 
methods of teaching students with dyslexia in a structured, sequential and multi-sensory 
way.   

Orton-Gillingham Classroom Teacher Training (Infusion):  The Reading Center applies the 
Orton-Gillingham approach, sequence, and English language structure into ANY school 
reading curriculum by training classroom teachers and specialists.  In 2015, 53 Rochester 
District Teachers were trained.  Training includes 30 hours of direct instruction to teachers 
spread out over the school year, and four individualized observation-coaching sessions in 
the teachers’ classrooms, ensuring that the trainee learns to embed Orton-Gillingham prin-
ciples into her/his teaching day. Through these trained teachers, we will impact 8,625 stu-
dents this year alone.  The Reading Center raises the funds to provide this training at a 95% 
discount to the Rochester District Elementary Teachers.   

Free Outreach Education:  Most students with dyslexia are misunderstood, undiagnosed and 
struggling through school without the benefit of scientifically proven reading instruction that 
teaches students with dyslexia to read, write and spell.  The Reading Center focuses on pro-
viding free, educational outreach to the public, so more parents will understand dyslexia, 
and therefore more students with dyslexia will be identified and receive the help that they 
need.  In 2015, the Reading Center reached 2,718 people with our free outreach presenta-
tions.

Rochester Reading Champions:  In 2014, the Reading Center, the Rochester Public Library 
and the Rochester Boys & Girls Club launched a collaboration designed to provide high 
quality, OG tutoring to struggling readers who were underserved, and at-risk youth and 
young adults, by training and equipping volunteers.  In 2015, 14 OG tutors provided 856 les-
sons to 22 students in need.   



 2015 Reading Center Expenses
 

 

2015 Audited Financial Position
  Current Assets      $ 225,015
  Property and equipment     $ 190,061
  Endowment (held by Rochester Area Foundation) $   37,700

  TOTAL ASSETS       $ 452,776

  TOTAL LIABILITIES      $   68,111

  NET ASSETS
  Unrestricted       $ 341,699
  Temporarily restricted     $   42,966

  TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS    $ 452,776
 
  SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
  Fee for Service      $ 487,054
  Donations       $ 332,109
  Misc.        $   11,475
  TOTAL SUPPORT/REVENUE     $ 830,638

  EXPENSES AND LOSSES
  Program Services      $ 647,483
  Management      $   95,902
  Fundraising       $   90,735
  Realized & Unrealized losses on investments  $     4,742
  TOTAL EXPENSES/LOSSES     $ 838,862

  Change in Net Assets     $  (8,224)

Management
and General

12%

Other Program
1%

Educator Training
19%

Orton-Gillingham
Therapy

52%

Specialized Classes
5%

Fundraising
11%



Nicole Blegen, Chair, 2012-2015
Unit Head, Systems and Procedures, 
Mayo Clinic

Kirk Kottschade, Vice Chair, 2013-2016
Vice President,
Rochester Scottish Rite 
Children’s Foundation

Jennifer Gowin, Secretary, 2012-2015
Vice President, 
Premier Banks, Rochester 
 
Martha Link, Treasurer, 2013-2016
Retired, 
US Bank

Joyce Balls-Berry, 2014-2017 
Director of Community Engaged 
Research, 
Mayo Clinic

Paul Bucher, 2015-2018
Attorney, 
Dunlap and Seeger Law Firm

Danny Bucknell, 2014-2017
Branch Manager, 
Sterling State Bank

Terri Edwards, 2014-2017
Pediatrician, 
Olmsted Medical Center

Michael Fogarty, Jr., 2014-2017
Risk Advisor, 
C.O. Brown

Marcia K. Henry, PhD, 2015-2018
Professor Emerita, San Jose State University
Past President, The International Dyslexia 
Association (1992-1996)
Fellow, The Academy of Orton-Gillingham 
Practitioners and Educators

Darcy Ling, 2013-2016
Community Volunteer

Jean Osman, 2004-2016  
Past President,
Reading Center Founder – Retired
Fellow, The Academy of Orton-Gillingham 
Practitioners and Educators
Past President, 
The International Dyslexia Association, 
Upper Midwest Branch

Jeff Price, 2013-2016
Owner, 
Rochester Concrete Products

Brittany Thompson, 2014-2017
Accountant, 
McGladrey LLP

Michael Zaccariello, Ph.D., L.P., 2015-2018
Psychology/Psychiatry,
Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine Mayo 
Clinic

Executive Director: Cindy Russell
Non-voting

Dyslexia Institute of MN / Reading Center 
Board of Directors, 2015-2016

 



About the Reading Center/Dyslexia Institute of Minnesota
The mission of the Reading Center/Dyslexia Institute of MN is to serve the needs of 
people affected by dyslexia.  Founded in 1951 by Paula Rome and Jean Osman, the 
Reading Center began as a private, Orton-Gillingham tutoring business in Paula Rome’s 
basement.  Paula Rome recruited Jean Osman, and together they established an 
organization of teachers in Rochester to work with individuals who were struggling with 
dyslexia.  She taught them how to apply the specially designed instruction known as the 
Orton-Gillingham (OG) Approach that she learned from her uncle, Dr. Paul Dozier, and his 
colleague, Dr. Samuel Orton.   From the beginning, the Reading Center has enjoyed the 
high esteem of Mayo Clinic, from which we receive many referrals each year.  

Over the years, the Reading Center has tested and tutored more than 9,000 students. 
Independent evaluation of our services has shown that our students increase their skills at 
rates that “exceed outstanding gains.”  The Reading Center has provided Orton-Gillingham 
training to 2,000 adults in order to ensure that future generations of students with dyslexia 
may receive the specialized instruction they need.

The Reading Center is one of only two centers west of the Mississippi that is accredited by 
the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators for training and tutoring.

The major programs of the Reading Center include:  OG 
Therapy/Tutoring, Specialized Classes, Educator Training (OG 
Training and OG Classroom Teacher Training), and Outreach 
Education about dyslexia.

847 5th Street NW • Rochester, MN 55901 • (507) 288-5271
email read@thereadingcenter.org • www.TheReadingCenter.org

Facebook www.facebook.com/thereadingcenter


