
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2008 Bright Futures Campaign 

The Opportunity = bringing more kids with dyslexia out of the dark 
 
Dyslexia is a language-based learning disability, resulting in people having difficulties with reading, writing and spelling.  
It occurs in people of all backgrounds and intellectual levels, and it runs in families.   
 

15-20% of the population has a reading disability and of those, 85% have dyslexia.1   We estimate that 2,830 
children in the Rochester area are dyslexic.2  In 2007, we are assisting only 145 students with these reading 
disabilities – only 5% of the children who are dyslexic are getting help. 

 
While those with dyslexia are often very bright and even gifted, they can experience so much failure and disapproval 
throughout their schooling years that without appropriate intervention and support, they can develop clinical depression, 
anxiety, lack of confidence, motivation and a profound sense of being incapable and dumb in the eyes of society.   
 

·  The link between academic failure and delinquency, violence and crime is welded to reading failure3 
·    75% of unemployed adults have reading or writing difficulties 4 
·    70% of US prison inmates cannot read above a 4th grade level 5 

 
Children are not identified because teachers and parents do not understand the problem.  For those who do recognize the 
problem and seek help, appropriate services are out of financial reach of too many parents (typically over $350/mo, $4,200/yr).   
 
With early identification and intervention, a dyslexic child can experience success and feel capable – 83% of our 
students are reading at grade level after one year.    The Reading Center helps children achieve a bright future! 
 

1  International Dyslexia Association study              2  based on 2000 census figures        3  According to the US Dept. of Justice 
          4     National Institute for Literacy                               5 Proliteracy 

The Impact = Educational Therapy + Training teachers + greater community awareness 
 
In  2007, the Reading Center provided 8,873 units of Educational Therapy for 140 students.   
 

This service is out of reach for lower income families.  In 2007, the Reading Center provided 25 students per 
month with $50,000 worth of scholarships so that all children who needed it could receive Educational 
Therapy.  This is possible because of our donors. 

 
The Reading Center trained 66 teachers and others in the Orton-Gillingham approach (OG), in order to provide more 
educational therapists, in order to reach more children struggling with dyslexia. Training costs top $1,400 and are out of 
pocket for teachers. 
 

In 2006 and 2007, the Reading Center provided $11,537 worth of scholarship underwriting so that 29 
teachers could attend Basic and Advanced OG Training.  This is possible because of our donors. 

 
The Reading Center provides presentations in the community to raise understanding and awareness of dyslexia, so that 
more children are correctly identified and receive help.  If we meet our new doubled goal in 2008, we will direct these 
funds into an expanded awareness campaign to educate parents and teachers.  Help us bring unidentified kids out 
of the dark! 
 

Join the Reading Center 
to unlock a child’s bright 

future!  
Help us double our goal!  



Timing:  The Friends portion of the Campaign will take place in March - May, 2008.  The Board Campaign 
successfully concluded in January, and the Staff portion of the Campaign successfully concluded in March. 
 
Matching Funds Available! 
The Reading Center is pleased to offer The Al Koenig and the Rochester Plumbing & Heath Matching Funds 
for new and increased gifts to the Campaign, for a total of up to $16,000.  The matching funds make it possible 
for donors to leverage their giving. 

New donors will have 100% of the donation matched, thus doubling the good that their gift will do.  
Returning donors will have the amount of the increase over last year’s donation doubled. 

 
2008 Bright Futures Campaign Goals 
 
Board Leadership  100% participation $ 11,000    Exceeded as of Jan.! 
Staff & Ed Therapists   50% participation $   5,000    Tripled as of Mar.! 
Friends    125 donors  $ 14,000 
 
  Original Campaign Goal  $ 30,000 

NEW GOAL:  $60,000 
How we’ll invest your dollar 
 Scholarships for children in need                     62%           $ 18,600 
 Best of Basics support & scholarships             15%            $  4,500 
                  Basic and Advanced Training Institutes            7%            $  2,100 
 Reading Center support                                   16%             $ 4,800 

 
When we double our $30,000 goal: 

 
  Community Education & Outreach Campaign 
    to bring unidentified kids out of the dark 100%   $30,000 
 

TOTAL TO RAISE $60,000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How to Invest in Bright Futures 
All donations to the Reading Center, Dyslexia Institute of MN, are tax deductible.  Gifts and pledges can be made online 
at www.TheReadingCenter.org or mailed to 847 5th St. N.W., Rochester, MN  55901.  Pledges can be paid at any time 
throughout 2008. VISA and Mastercard donations are accepted.   
 
Stock transfers and charitable gift annuities are also welcome.  Please contact Cindy Russell, Development Director for 
information at crussell@thereadingcenter.org or 507-288-5271, 847 5th St. N.W., Rochester, MN  55901. 

THANK YOU! 

The Reading Center 
Board of Directors 
authorized us to double 
our Campaign Goal as 
of March 11.  The Board 
and Staff/Ed Therapists 
alone have reached  
93% of our overall 
original goal!   
 
Please help us reach the 
newly doubled goal so 
that more children can 
be identified and helped! 


